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Courses Related to the Bible that could be Offered

in the Fu Jen Catholic University College of Foreign Languages

by

Nicholas Koss

CURRENT SITUATION


The College of Foreign Languages of Fu Jen Catholic University has six foreign language departments (English, French, German, Italian, Japanese, and Spanish).  All of these departments have MA graduate programs except the Italian Department.  The College also has three independent graduate programs: the Graduate Institute of Linguistics (MA program), the Graduate Institute of Translation and Interpretation Studies (MA program), and the Graduate Institute of Comparative Literature (Ph.D. program).  Currently the English Department has a required course in the Bible and Classical Mythology as a background course for the study of English and American literature.  Other departments offering undergraduate courses on the Bible include the French, German, Italian and Spanish departments.  These courses are elective and are offered for upper-level students because, unlike students in the English Department who have already studied many years of English before entering the English Department, they only begin their study of the language upon entering the department.  In the Graduate Institute of Comparative Literature there are no courses on the Bible as such but the Bible is part of courses such as Literature and Religion, and courses on Japanese Catholic novelist Endo Shusaku.

Four years ago our College began a summer program on Western Classical and Medieval Studies.  Greek and Latin language courses are offered.  These courses can prepare our students to read the New Testament in the original Greek or to read the Latin version of the Bible that was used throughout the Medieval period.  For the courses in Medieval literature, philosophy, art and so on, there is frequent reference to the Bible.

FUTURE POSSIBILITES

THE UNDERGRADUATE LEVEL


In the coming years, it should be possible to expand the number of courses our College offers related to the Bible.  The reason to do this would be to make the study of the Bible one of the special characteristics of our College of Foreign Languages, given that the Ministry of Education encourages each university and college to be unique.

The first thing that could be done in our College of Foreign Languages is to develop websites for the courses we already offer related to the Bible.  These websites could also be designed so that if a student does not want to take the course itself, she or he, using the website, could do a self-study of the Bible.

In the English Department, the course on the Bible is required because familiarity with the Bible is essential to understanding English and American literature.  Perhaps our other European language departments could each develop a course on the background of the culture of the language of their department that would include a discussion of the influence of Bible in these cultures.  This type of course could be required for third-year students.  Also, websites for these courses could be made.

Another type of course that could be developed for our undergraduate programs would be elective courses that deal in depth with the Bible and French Literature, the Bible and German Literature and so on.  For upper-level students who want to study the Bible further, it should be arranged so that they could take courses related to the Bible offered by the Fu Jen Theologate.

Another kind of elective course that could be offered in our undergraduate programs is the History of the Translation of the Bible into English, the History of the Translation of the Bible into German, the History of the Translation of the Bible into French, and so on.  Knowledge of the history of Biblical translation is of great value in understanding Western culture.

FUTURE POSSIBILITES

THE GRADUATE LEVEL

In our MA graduate programs in English, French, German, Japanese, and Spanish, courses could be developed that deal in depth with the history of the translation of the Bible in their language.  I have already mentioned such a course as appropriate for advanced undergraduate students.  Perhaps such courses could be developed that could be offered to both graduate and undergraduate students.  At the same time, graduate-level courses can be developed for the Bible and English Literature, the Bible and French Literature and so.

Biblical translation is also an important topic for translation theory, so it is possible for an elective course to be developed for our Graduate Institute of Translation and Interpretation that deals with Biblical translation, its theory, and its history.

In our Comparative Literature doctoral program, an attempt was already made to offer course on the Old Testament Prophets.  An outstanding teacher was found and there were a number of students interested, but the teacher, who is from Taichung, could not find an appropriate time to come to Fu Jen.

There are a number of courses that could be offered in the Comparative Literature program related to the Bible.  One would be simply an advanced course on the Bible as literature.  Another would be the Bible and Western Literature (or East Asian Literature).  A third course could be the history of the Translation of the Bible.

FUTURE POSSIBILITES

A PROGRAM IN BIBLICAL STUDIES


Using the model of our Program in Western Classical and Medieval Studies, a program could also be designed for Biblical Studies.  For a program, twenty credits are required on the undergraduate level and twelve on the graduate level.  A planning committee would have to be established to make a proposal for such a program, but, tentatively, a program could be arranged in this way.

The basic language requirement would be two semesters of Greek and two of Hebrew, which would be 8 credits altogether.  The Greek could be taken during the summer Classical and Medieval Studies Program.  We could also offer Hebrew at that time.

Required courses could include:

Introduction to the Study of the Old Testament  (2 credits)

Introduction to the Study of the New Testament  (2 credits)

The History of Biblical Translation  (2 credits)

One course related to a book of the Old Testament (2 credits)

One course related to a book of the New Testament (2 credits)

Some of the above courses could be taken from the Theologate.

Electives:

The History of the Chinese Translation of the Bible  (2 credits)

The Study of the Bible as Literature  (2 credits)

The Bible and English Literature  (2 credits)

The Bible and French Literature  (2 credits)

Some of the above courses could be taken from departmental offering in our College.

