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Copia
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LDE PROPAGANDA FIDE™
Protocollo MO 1302733
Roma, 29 Aprile 1933

Reverendissimo Padre Giuseppe Grendel
Superiore Cenerale della Societa del Verbo Divino

Reverendissimo Padre,

La Paternitd Vostra Reverendissima conosce come Sua Santith Papa PIO X1
vigili con cura speciale e con 1l pin amoroso interessamento sulle Missioni Cat-
toliche sparse ovungue nei vari continenti:

Tra le altre missioni occupano un posto privilegiato nel cuore Aupusio del
Pontifice le Missioni di Cina. Quell” immenso popolo costituisce infalli quasi
una guarta parte dell'umanitd intera, ed in esso l'insegnamento evangelico
trova un terreno particolarmente adatto, tanto che la Chiesa ha potuto gia allie-
tarsi di rigogliose ¢ promettenti fionture spirituali.

La nobileg nazione Cinese possiede un'antica ¢ famosa civiltd, ed in essa Gin
da remaotissimi tempi si & sviluppata un”ampia ed ammirevole cultura scienti-
feo-lettermria.

Conguistare pertanto alla fede non soltamo le anime der poven @ deghi wrmih
agricoltord cinl:si, ma anche le menti dei dotti ¢ dei dirigenti, costituisce Paspi-
razione pit viva del Santo Padre. Quando la callura cinese lfosse pervasa di spi-
rito cristiano verrebbe non solo innalzata e vivificata, ma costituirebbe il pegno
pit certo di un radicso avwvenire cristiano per 'intera Nazione.

Da tali intenti fuispirata ln fondazione dellUniversitd Cattolica di Pekino,
intrapresa pochi anni fa con animo ardito e generoso da un nuclea di benemerite
parsone.

L’opera, incoraggiata ¢ sostenuta validamenie dalla Santa Sede; fu benedetta
dal Signore, ed assunse ben presto un consolanta sviluppe. La competenza e la
fama del numeroso corpo insegnante, in cui figurano | pit bei nomi della coltura
cinese, la bontd dei metedi e la disciplina delle scolaresche, che superano la cifra
di mille, furono mertamente apprezzate dal Governo MNazionale Cinese, che
riconobbe siuridicaments Universitd conferendo al suoi titoli valore pari a
quello delle altre Universitd dello Stato.

Gia fruttl copiosi di bene sono derivati alla religione ed alla civilta dall’ Ate-
neo, ma molto maggiori, ¢ lecito sperarne per Pavvenire che si annuncia riceo
delle migliori promesse se lo zelo e l'allelto dei cattolici, in ispecie dei cattolic
di America e di Cina, si volgeranno sempre pid fervidamente verso la provvi-
denziale istiturione, & se verranno superate le difficoltd dell'ora prescnte.

Per dirigere e amministiare con successo cosi vasia ed alia impresa si richic-
dono infatti abilitd e mezzi non comuni.

Ora la Societa del Yerba Divino che Ella de.anamenm dirige, ed in specie la
sua fiorente Provincia Nord-Americana si dimostrano ben atie a conssguire il
fine desiderato ed a vincere gli ostacoll di varo genere che si oppongono alls
vita ed allo sviluppo dell” Universita.
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Codesta Societd invero pur nella sua breve esistenza ha dimostrato tanta vita-
lité a cosi alacre attivitd nelle Sante Missioni, che apparisce idonea a intrapren-
dere felicemente la nuova impresa, L'Istituto infatti ha gia in Cina vaste ¢
importanti missioni, conta nel suo seno insigni sinologi e dotti, gode della stima
e delle simpatie di un grande numero di cattolici sparsi nelle varie nazion:
specialmente nel Nord dell’'Europa e dell’ America.

Percio il Santo Padre, mentre fa appello allo spirito di sacrificio della Paternita
Vostra Rev. ma e dei Suoi Confratelli affinché vogliano addossarsi con la con-
sueta alacrild anche questo nuovo & importantissimo incarico, che cerlamente
richiedera grandi ¢ diuturni sforzi, & sicuro di trovare la pill large e generosa
corrispondenza,

L’'Universita Cattolica di Pekino viene da ora in poi esclusivamente affidata
alla cure di codesta Societd, la quale ne terri il governo e 'amministrazione con
piena autoritd alle dipendenze di questa Sacra Congregazione di Propaganda
Fide.

L'Universitd stessa sta talmente a cuore alla Santa Sede che guistamente va
considerata Opera Pontificia, e come tale si raccomanda alla generosita di tutti
i cattolici ed in particolare dei cattolici americani che gid in passato hanno
dimostrato il loro pil vive interessamento per questa impresa di capitale impor-
tanza missionari,

La grazia Divina che invoco fervidamente, ¢ la Benedizione specialissima del
Santo Padre diretta tanto ai dirigenti che ai benefattor dell’Universita, valgano
a procurare a quest'ultima nuovi ed insperati progressi per la maggior gloria di
Dio ¢ per la conversione della Cina.

Augurando frattanto a Lei ogni miglior bene e rinnovando I'espressione dei
sensi di profondo ossequio mi raffermo

di Viostra Paternitd Reverendissima
devotissimo servo

{sig.) P. Card. Fumasoni - Biondi, Pref,
+ Carlo Salotti

Aac, tit. di Filipp
Segr.
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Fu Jen Catholic University — My Spiritual Legacy
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. Introduction

During my work at Fu Jen University (1965-1987) I reflected time and again
on the topic “A Catholic University in Taiwan.” As a teacher and later on also as an
administrator 1 came to understand that a Catholic university in Taiwan has to be a
university in the fullest sense of the word. It has to be seen and understood in its
specific social and cultural context. It has to share its special Catholic message with
every member of the university family and even with society at large.

In my former publications | concentrated first on my experience in the
classroom, discussed then topics of a more general nature, and finally focused on
religious (philosophical-theological) aspects of respective questions. When | was
asked to contribute a paper for the present volume on “Mission and Identity” (the
Catholic character) of Fu Jen University, | thought first to follow the same pattern.
But after some reflection I decided to start with the “Catholic” aspect of Fu Jen
University. After so many years of service at Fu Jen | have come to realize that it is
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my Catholic Faith that has sustained and strengthened me during all these years:

-- my faith in God who has created me and loves me, who is my hope, my future and
the goal of my life

-- my faith in God who has created the universe and therefore is its origin and
absolute arbiter

-- my faith in God who created humankind and is its Lord and final Judge

-- my faith in God who sent his own Son to free us from all evil, sins and aberrations
and lead us to his final destination

-- my faith in God before whom all people are equal

-- my faith in God who is the Father of Jesus Christ and also “Our Father”

-- my faith in Jesus Christ in whom all are brothers and sisters

-- my faith in Jesus Christ who gave us these commandments: “You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.”
This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself” (Mt 22, 37-39).

These are some articles of the Catholic faith that have been the guidelines in
my work, that have sustained me throughout these years, that have made my work at
Fu Jen Catholic University a joyful enterprise. Many more aspects could be listed
here. Some of them will be referred to in my further deliberations. In the following |
can only deal with a few issues.

I1. Catholic University in Taiwan
The Students

Our present pluralistic situation is caused by the on-going differentiation
and complexity of modern life. Students come to the college or university because
they are searching for orientation, and do not yet understand the world. Students, of
course, want to be introduced to professional knowledge, but at the same time they
need enlightenment in his personal concerns. Students are puzzled by the wealth of
informational knowledge, and by the many choices in the learning process. Students
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are deeply puzzled at the discovery that modern adult education does not offer a
sound value system and reliable guidance with regard to moral behaviour.
Heretofore unquestioned principles of order are dissolved. Suddenly many issues
never before dreamt of become important. There appear different potentialities,
different ways of life, different world-views, different value systems which stand —
seemingly equally legitimate — side by side.

It is here the Catholic university has to make its impact on modern education.
It is here that the Catholic university, enlightened and challenged by its faith in God
and humanity, should raise its voice. The Catholic University should place great
emphasis on good teaching, on counselling of students and creating an atmosphere
of trust, friendship, and cooperation.

If our students are to learn to live responsibly and joyfully, fulfilling their
promise as individual humans and their obligations as citizens in a democracy, they
must come to understand the world we are living in, which exists only in community.
They must be made to appreciate values such as self-respect, selflessness, friendship,
love, honesty, trust, hope and patience. They must come to see the importance of
sacrifice for others or for a common good, for the search of truth, the dignity of
life and freedom and responsibility on all levels. They should also open themselves
to so-called transendent values which are treasured in different religious traditions. It
is these values which are the hardest to acquire, yet they will be decisive for prudent
and mature judgement and decision-making in students’ future lives.

However, none of these values can be taught through programmed
instruction, or instilled via “objective” teaching and learning approaches. Education
in general, and moral education in particular, is essentially an affair between human
persons, be this in the family, schools, or any other institution in society. Great
educators have stressed this fact throughout the history of humankind. It is here that
the great sages of humankind, and among them those of China, should be called
upon to play a decisive role in solving modern problems.
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The Role of the Teacher

What all this amounts to is the call for a thorough re-evaluation of the role of
the teacher. We may set up excellent programs for students, but who is to teach truly
worthwhile courses, and how can they be taught effectively? Who is to teach of the
natural sciences that lead to genuine appreciation of art, of values that instill
historical consciousness? The average teacher or professor may be considered an
expert in an academic field, but does not venture to step beyond the borders of that
single discipline.

There is a great need for interdisciplinary research, cooperation, and teaching.
This type of work could be carried out by groups or committees of teachers and
professors from varied academic fields. They might discuss a problem or an issue
from the point of different disciplines (valuable information on the problem of
abortion — to raise just one issue — could be provided by biologists, sociologists,
philosophers, theologians, historians, etc). Teaching materials might be provided for
individual teachers with important information for truly effective teaching.

Today, as in the days of Confucius (551-479 BC) and Socrates (470-399 BC),
the teacher may be said to play the dominant role in the educational system.
However, in our modern age authority as it was known and exercised in the past is to
a large extent already replaced by so-called “democratic processes.” That is why
intellectual, moral, and spiritual integrity are so crucial. In other words, the powers
of reasoning, persuasion and conviction on the part of the teacher, and motivation
and trust on the part of the student play an increasingly important role in education.

In our ever more complex society, solving problems becomes one of the
primary goals of university education. Students should be made aware of all kinds of
problems surrounding them. They should be made to see how they can now already
and more so in the future contribute to problem-solving. Students who are deeply
impressed or even shocked by problems, malfunctions, injustices, and evils in
society, who begin to realize that tomorrow already they will be full members of this
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troubled society, may very well sense their opportunities in college years to prepare
carefully and thoughtfully for their future.

Teachers do their students a great service by implanting social virtues in them.
If the words of Jesus “you must love your neighbour as yourself” are heeded, the
teacher can initiate a variety of activities that help foster community spirit in the
classroom. In group work students may be given chances to discuss matters. Bonds
of friendship develop that will in many cases last beyond the college years.
Experience has shown that in many instances students turn to their former student
friends when meeting problems and hardships in their careers and private lives.

The teacher’s personality is of paramount importance for effective social,
moral, and spiritual education. The goal of a teacher is to create a pedagogic
atmosphere which the well known German educator O.F. Bollnow describes as
determined by trust, security, gratitude, obedience, love, patience, hope, cheerfulness,
humour, and kindliness (see his “On the Virtues of the Educator” in Education , vol.
20 (1979), 69-79). This necessarily involves the self-education of the teacher who
must come to grips with himself or herself. A teacher must know whether students
perceive in classes a spirit of scepticism or trustful patience.

The list of virtues and skills the teacher is expected to possess could be
prolonged. But they all depend particularly on whether and how teachers come to
terms with their personal lives, or how they perpetrate their unresolved conflicts in
class.

From what has been said, we can understand the great, in many instances
appalling, burden of the teacher and educator. Confronted with failures and finding
little appreciation in society, it becomes only too understandable that many teachers
become prematurely weary and embittered and then carry on their profession as a
matter of routine. With O.F. Bollnow we ask this important question: whence does
the teacher obtain the strength to summon up new faith in students in spite of all
disappointments?
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His answer is:

He can succeed in doing that of his own accord on the strength of pure
determination. That is only possible if the educator, for his part, is sustained by
another, deeper faith, the faith that in spite of all setbacks and failures his activity
has a significance. And that, in turn, is only possible if in performing his work he is
convinced of an ultimate purposefulness of the world, if in the final analysis he

feels himself to be sustained by a divine order after all. It is from that alone he can derive
the strength to carry on with his work and without it all his endeavors would be in
in vain and clutching at the wind.  (Bollnow 77)

One or two more questions may be added to this section of the paper.
Whence did Jesus obtain the strength to carry on with his message of love in spite of
so much opposition? He knew that he was sustained by a Divine power, and he
trusted in his Father. His Father raised him from the dead thereby testifying that
every moment and activity of Jesus on earth had been filled with God’s blessing. A
second question. Whence did Confucius obtain the strength to carry on for so many
years to work for his lofty ideals in spite of so many disappointments and setbacks?
A careful reading of the Analects suggests that he was convinced of an “ultimate
purposefulness of the world” and that he felt “sustained by a divine order after all.”
It is these questions and our responses to them that point to what a Catholic
University should be.

The “Catholic” University

In the previous section we arrived at the understanding that teachers need
“divine guidance” if they are to carry out their duties as responsible educators. We
will turn now to students and suggest that they, too, have to be sustained by a divine
order if they are to master their lives in this modern world and especially if they are
to fulfil their moral duties as responsible citizens. The educational researcher Harry
Hauke refers to this point in the following way:
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We have already pointed out that trust does not relate to one’s fellow-citizen only
but extends far beyond interhuman relations. Thus we speak in general of a trust in being

and in life or a trust in God and what we mean by that is a direct turning of the

human being to a transcendental power that not only supports and preserves him

but also gives him the certainty of standing under a benevolent protection in the

midst and uncertainty of this world. (Harry Hauke, “The Pedagogical
Significance of

Trust,” in Education, vol. 21 (1980), p. 74)

Our college and university students are citizens of the modern world.
Confronted with today’s world-wide problems, they share modern people’s anxiety
and pose anew, in a rather radical way, age-old questions such as: What is the
meaning of all this? What is life all about? People are no longer content with
prefabricated answers. As citizens of our turbulent age people have tasted and are
being fed with all kinds of food presented to them by a great variety or rational and
irrational philosophies and different “humanisms,” but their appetite for spiritual and
moral values is not satisfied. Our students are searching for ways to enhance their
human and personal dignity and provide meaning for their existence in a
overwhelmingly inhuman world. Karl Jaspers has written:

The question is: How will the content of our cultural heritage be preserved under
the

conditions of the age of Technology and the reorganization of the whole human

community? How shall we preserve the infinite value of the individual, the dignity

and rights of man, the freedom of the spirit, the metaphysical experiences of the

millennia? The specific question of the future, however, which conditions and

includes everything, is how and what man will believe. Man cannot live

without faith. For even nihilism, as the opposite pole of faith, exists only in relation

to a possible, but denied, faith. (The Goal of History, Rainbow-Bridge Book

Co., Taipei, 1971, 214-215)

Thus it seems clear that a Catholic university must meet students’ concerns to
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link scientific knowledge in its implication to the meaning of life itself.

The Catholic University - the place where the best of East and West meet

In our time and age East and West meet on various levels of culture. Special
emphasis should be put on moral and spiritual issues. These are the elements, in the
final analysis, which bring about the much heralded universal culture. In this context
it is of the utmost importance that especially Confucian and Christian philosophical
and religious values are investigated on a level of reflection and experience where
they challenge and support each other at the same time. The richness of Confucian
concepts such as Absolute and Jen (i=) could very well challenge Christian thinking
to strive for a much closer union of man (and mankind) with God, for which the
gospels and the sacraments actually call. Many Christian mystics have shown how
deeply the Oneness of God and Man can be experienced.

The Christian belief in a personal God could very well challenge
neo-Confucian thinking by suggesting that the identification of the Absolute and
related terms with the personal deity (Heaven) of the Chinese Classics would bring
the God of the philosophers closer to the common people or rather to the “masses”
of the future. The Confucian cult of Heaven, which was the prerogative of the
Emperor (as representative of the populace) alone, does not exist any longer: why
not encourage the mass of the populace and each individual to turn directly to the
personal Lord-on-High ( + ), the source and principle of all things, the Lord of
Nature and History? Couldn’t it be possible that East and West would meet in the
future in their common origin and goal, in the Lord of all mankind and the whole
universe?

As was mentioned above, we are living in a highly pluralistic society. The
human person, who in the future will more and more have to relay on personal
choices and individual moral and spiritual decisions, needs more than answers
offered by the philosophical and theological systems of the past. Only God can
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provide the answers we truly need. God, however, cannot be controlled by anybody,
through either rational or irrational means. In radical openness to the mystery of
existence in a world that is not of their own making, people discern the voice of God
in their moments of loneliness, suffering, failure and despair. Christian faith
speaks even about God who revealed Himself as a human person - Jesus Christ - and
he is always ready to enter into dialogue with every human person.

The relevance of the previous discussions to the education in a Catholic
university is obvious. Teachers who are conscious of God’s presence within
themselves and their students or at least who believe in the uniqueness and greatness
of each individual human being, will treat their students with respect and honesty,
consider their teaching job as a vocation and find fulfilment in it. Students who
believe in God’s love will find courage in trying circumstances, grow in self-respect
and self-confidence, come to terms with moral decisions, and discover the joys that
come from sacrifice and selfless service for others.

We could go further into this subject by discussing in detail how deeply
religious awareness would affect the entire educational atmosphere. Of course, it
could be held against us that these are religious questions which belong to a person’s
private sphere and should not be part of the educational system. . But the problem is
that we are confronted with a visible and rather general breakdown in moral
education. Would it be too far off the mark to suggest that the breakdown is — at least
to a large extent — due to the exclusion of genuine religious issues from modern
education? Furthermore, it could rightly be claimed that our present educational
system is permeated by pseudo-religious beliefs — belief in the omnipotence of
science, technology, and business; adherence to positivistic philosophies and
materialistic ideologies — which are little concerned with moral and spiritual values.
Is there any authority or ideology that has the right to deprive our students of
genuine opportunities to grow and to be enriched through meaningful confrontation
with the most elementary questions and challenging issues?
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The Catholic University — the place where basic issues of the Sciences and of
Technology have to be discussed and clarified

For the university student, it is of great importance to have at least a general
understanding of what science and technology are to avoid falling prey to the very
dangerous belief in the omnipotence of modern science and technology. Since
science and technology are — at least as far their theoretical backgrounds — imports
from the West and hence alien to traditional Chinese thinking, we should clarify the
most important issues.

We need to train students in independent work and scientific methodology.
At the same time we must introduce them to philosophical, historical, and critical
studies of the sciences and technology. Above all, students should be taught to see
the limits of the different disciplines imposed on them by their own presuppositions.
Richard Schlegel, in “Is Science the Only Way to Truth?” refers to the following
limits of science: the partial, fragmentary nature of science; the necessary limitation
on explanation of science; and the symbolic character of science. What he means by
the limit of science may be illustrated by the following statement:

If we wish to gain a scientific account of a human being we must obviously
employ

many different sciences. The anatomist, psychologist, biochemist, physician,

physiologist, educator, and economist — each of these and others has something

important and different to contribute. However, in religion and also to a degree

in philosophy, the person functioning as a whole being is of interest. Questions

of guiding in living and relations to other persons are paramount. Information

and elucidation from any one special science do not answer these questions.

(in Zygon. Journal of Religion and Science, vol. 17 (No. 1, March 1982, p.
351)

The point made in the above statement is that science is not in a position to
provide the whole-person, whole-situation knowledge that is important for moral
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and spiritual decisions demanded in a free human life. Neither is technology.
Furthermore, whether a person finds meaning in life, gains self-respect,
self-confidence and respect, is in love with others and their work, looks with hope to
the future, is at peace with him- or herself and with God ... all this does not
depend so much on scientific knowledge or technology, but rather on spiritual
insights and spiritual experiences. The conclusions drawn from our discussion so far
have far-reaching implications for university education.

Science and technology serve many and important purposes, and are
indispensable in modern life. But they are blind as far as spiritual and moral values
are concerned. Consequently, science and technology cannot promise any future
happiness or claim to solve all future problems of man. Furthermore, they should not
be employed as weapons against religious faith or convictions as has been done so
often in the past. Science and religion should in the future be acknowledged and
accepted in their own rights. How this could be accomplished is shown in the
experience and work of a great scientist of our age. We give him the last word:

For too long a time, for half a century in fact, psychiatry tried to interpret the
human mind as a mechanism, and consequently, the therapy of mental disease merely as a

technique. | believe this dream has been dreamt out.

A human being is not one thing among others; things determine each other, but man
is ultimately self-determining. In the concentration camps, for example, in this living

laboratory and this testing ground, we watched and witnessed some of our
comrades behave like swine while others behaved like saints. Man has both potentialities
within himself; which one is actualised depends on decisions but not on conditions.

Our generation is realistic, for we have come to know man as he really is. After all,

man is that being who has invented the gas chambers of Auschwitz; however, he is

also that being who has entered those gas chambers upright, with the Lord’s
Prayers or the Shem Ysrael on his lips. (Viktor E. Frankl, Man's Search for Meaning,
Pockett Books, Gulf and Western Corporation, New York, 1963, 212f.)
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I11. Conclusion

These are just some reflections on academic life in a Catholic university in Taiwan
from the background of my own 22-year life and service at Fu Jen University. Much
more could be said on the topic. As can be seen, a value system shaped by articles of
the Catholic faith makes normal university activities such as studying, teaching,
doing research appear in a new light. It goes without saying that the above
discussions and suggestions are not only addressed to Catholic students, educators
and researchers. Quite a few articles of the Catholic faith are of universal value and
their applications in the various academic fields and activities could help shape Fu
Jen Catholic University into an academic family with common goals and a common
vision.
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of Health Sciences ) o #7% h fLAER 353 Z 3TN T E Y PFE o bt i

64



AFAPRFEFEELER G F Rl G o0 AR AREAR E
Ea&ﬁ@AA%m%E;E@»*gﬂﬁpiﬂﬁﬁ**%%éﬁg&%ﬁx
e & j\ﬂb ) WNRZZ‘?‘I‘

gmfﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁ*@*mﬂﬁﬁﬁ%i@Wvﬂ&E@;%
ﬁﬁ*ﬁ—witmﬂﬁ AR LTRSS LR
1. BB 7y 1 (Fenid &
2. @l E ok
3. At — 2 A JRIFNE &

o A Foenif R ARET 2T A L7 3E sic currite ut
comprehendatis— 5 g @ Fr o fAd P T3 RAF- A LA 2L A 0 A gjiﬁﬁv
E o mBAEE RS FREAS P2 ED B #i e

AAFORRER GG T TR F ’§%¢4%ﬁ’%ﬂﬁ§ﬁp
TOAE R REE A JRIALE 0 M RRAL IR E o MR A ARAL RS G
1700 FRE AT e o T gL AE (T T B K
FLBIRB e, gl  ERELPRO2AMLEFI L AEPREAY
L ER

o

(= ) Holy Name University ( Tagbilaran City ~ 2= 5 )

¥ = ¢ #Holy Name University (% ¢ < £ ) inBohol j€ A& & ¢ 3¢ - 2
RASfeIL & A%z - Beh A hi e i REBRT By g vl (Fa i
ZEFOATEM R hE DL AETLARS §ERTLE 2 A A
PSS 3 2 gpr e § 4 LA AR 4 Jae s 2 B s
LH5 RFZL P CHRRFEIAEEG Y DL ERET 6 R
g4 R B

HEgpehs i1 @ Holy Name University iF 2 k& BB 5 5 2.
HRELNHE T EAFRRE 3 BHE 2 Moz EE W 4
LR RE

The Holy Name University &8 « 828~ g1 372 $#§ 1 374 ¢ {1 & 5 h
HAR o TP R RE R oAk g B g o

F_&
>

I

NEAE S I A



Pt RET ETEEF T EFL Lk APV UMRIA BE
gl
Lot p g LRT &R (4 fde3 LA 0P ) T g5 Lind f
22 BRI AFTE o NS RETFI LR S K gga R A5

2002 5 FZ i R ES - L E R KENBRR b o
st FE AR ’“ﬁ?’! B Kk e 20t B Y - BixE R aR
L5 AR FA S dept B A PR E TR SR SR A
w ﬂﬁﬁsﬂ.aMN.jé(mmm)oﬂﬁirs Flo S B2
= :ﬂﬁ@; e RL FLES 2 o T g BT B A p A
TERKE Tk & (4L% * Missionsuniversit en) e f}t fE2 8
B i K EfrET 6 TR &, TATRF -
PR S o g3k (1962~1965) ok > € Mok, & Mgl v &
M i AT id Ll HERREDE - kg >R (%-;;tdﬁ)a éi;:;?’(ii’;x»ﬁ #
T @y F @A r{ L E BRI N2 BxE ke A
‘Mﬁ{ e 3 BRDTAIEAREVALRDAENAFY ¢ B
3 e mgaﬁg (il 7) 1075 & %3 Wit = £ (T3 1968~1978) & ( &
Ak ? BAgE ) BT RR o BREFOFHET LR FER A h2E (4
s s R B AfoARE LR A 2 L R () o
RERZFLEH -2 (THp 1978 #) & (i@ &) (Redemptoris
missio ) if L3 (1990) -a“%fr# 2 U ARl ivehE B o § MOTAR D
o b RBBBAARP
L%*%g@%&gag%i#&@%;ﬁ,ﬂ%ﬁ@%i@ﬁﬁyo
2L G LT RE B AR F Fo KLY A e hd o il K
17 - TR NMUBEOHEIRTLARADLEA o
SHEFAMP LB 5 [ F Al (A3 v) a3 N AEE g ko
4% At BEGE AR o o BT R e R R s
| B B FAEARY 0 BB A SRR o ipe EFEATH TehR A fed
VI

~

b3

=
Ak o
' B

BAEA OB BRE LB a 3 BiRY 1 FEI LS e\m;tu\ EETY
%O RE A LHAL AR ERE B RRG D ATl o B giﬂ4

66



o é—ﬁﬁﬁ—%@i@ﬁ’*?iiﬁﬁlﬁﬁaﬁi%iﬁ%°
FELEIF SR TR FAERI N AR, A DERES
His gL f3lp @f}(m MR PR HCSS i"J Do | B o mihicm » R
PED e AN N E Hilxa nfrr@‘r,‘i,tﬁ_%’ M A enpat o Ak
1. T = & ed A% 42 | (the threefold passingover) (T3 € % - = B ¢ £ 4
gene o gt (BT 1):1988 & -8 )

2. " % & - & PR#enid ¢, (mission at the service of communion) (F 3 ¢ % -+

wEAERA A e B (RS 5))
3. (L 4tiE) (prophetic dlalogue) (B €511 BB ErRir gz it
2000 £ 91 ) F4d ((LEZ ) 2000£ 91 ).
%&iﬂ’&ﬁ%@ﬁlﬁﬁfﬁﬁ»Q@B%&f"éi
Ligs 2 P AE#H R g LA a {457 @05 (missionary situation) ( %
TEFTTEREAE R g B (BRFA AP P HB K ) P
(B E HE) 2000 £ 9 0 )
2 EF WEF I - AT S A AES
- B f#‘é,;i ¥Z ¢ N IRA-w B A3} specialized apostolates (& ¥ it chig
ﬁ;{ {2 #Jﬁ)o TR LB ETLEL %%ﬁ@’}ijﬁﬁ%ﬁvﬁ v oo 14
ER AT o IR L A FTABR Ry Rl ~MPER -5 88

o‘mﬁ WL FZ BRI TRl e L MAE a1 T 4ol R () 3
)\ ‘é/r;,ffiiA ~F R \j@'i’g’_/\ S BT i‘é—": \%‘#—_@ﬁv \;"I‘f,‘i'\‘eﬂ?%k ~ B nﬂig&
EN A REREIRAE P RS T b1 T ARG AR 2 RHE L
HEIFo NP ITERRLFEEE MY o

BLEARCFTEAZEAERTE ) > gRIPARPRE 7REIF
T ghEEF AN E L Antonio M. Pernia 2002 # 11 % 69 p 2P A L5 &
ol % F S W S TE TS €4 yRanx 145 € (Association of
SVD-Administered Universities in the Asia-Pacific Zone) ¢ ¢ &3 & 8 p+ 8 : 1.
#ﬁvﬁpéi?iﬁﬂ‘fﬁdi 2. ERFT g U RLIFFENIF Y -

7B —fEHE ISR AR N AR LR AR

¥R B mp’%ﬁw%zé BAE Feapriite A FALI - B /uév\’:é'ﬁiﬁ
A g P oE e < B e g 35  ahendkan ¢ i disputatio (£ &% fEA
H#h 5 7 < disputare : dis- 3 A~ {7 s putare 2 A3 ) TV ehR i DR A D

FEA N AR BRI SR A TR R B e et 4

3

4o«

A
23

[t ks

<k

67



FZ BHEHA DEDR DL AP AGRHEHAFE Ry E- B R 20 A
AR AR ETE 5 et g ']“iﬁv’ * i 3. A fF“‘F”K—ELL& s T A K s b
HFPEZAPERAADE I TP oL A F R D0 DA KGR RIZHE
F%Lﬁﬂﬁié’Qkﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁééiﬁ%%ﬁiﬁﬂﬁa%i’N
RGBSR BT R RS A RGP F e
SAEPR T RE R E P ATAPLEY S P ] RITA) z‘v’ﬂril-y
T}{—T%ﬁkgbiuﬁ“ﬁ‘ﬁmﬁ/:_os_"t ",’E‘&j\&;fﬁ%,?ﬁ;/\ Hp B
fOPRFE > A A RS- KRR o F]Pt A B enf Ao é%,wir T A
MG REAEVABLE > FILE CEHA > a2 MIRALE o B3 AR
AP A fadw R BEF FEER AER L KR o

RN ET ¢ AN radg R TR FIFL TR
FR M- KT AR TRNEF BT R E LA G T
RN ABEAEY > T BRL 2 R ke od ¥ e KIHA S
I UATE BAROE 10805127 8P KT § 6l F i (Steyl s
W FET ERI ) E r*é; WP+ FBP O (theArnoId Janssen
Spirituality Center) » % 7= 344§ 4 * 7e— T T2 € (1875 & £ )~ Fid 4
LBz~ g (1889 £ 412 ) M2 B AR A & (1896 £ £]2 ) F e {

w3
(ﬂd\

ATAPOFBAE S FEAPOR GRS LARR YR o L PAT REHER?
s g“ww{ﬁmlﬁswwwt— R T
% ;}( A BINA RN - B o 2 AP KA EE Y F

Z@ o &@{ BRIEB A BENES € AFEP BT H B AL o Fpt o
FRAPRARFUEL FA G AFTHROR Tk S A4 R @?{
1ttt m 2 B A R K o R "+<’§flf’?ﬁ?5‘.’?gg T+
BTk B 0 P enF S o w3l X - ek FH B 7 g E”h

Foo el gL HETE gitw\ ’ ’L‘+_
210 P T S R A r I A
AERBI A - P miEpd 2 H VA SRS o ot ’EW”* '&'fi*i?
NG hhmd > R A4 _—aﬁ'ﬁi;g‘ﬁﬁi‘ﬁ?‘lf%ﬁvg:‘_ff’“%fi—ﬁiﬁff'ﬁﬂ‘fﬁé ’
PALFEOLFENUE LB R A i o

AF R s A g{.nﬁg B iRRATEY F o IR R K
ERCIIEVIP SR & - 85 R N 1 X ’ ~

A AT A2 A BiRsp AP



e & 4 &% (fiié:ﬁiﬂ’ b ErE- h- BREELRT G2 )y iF
AT RS A BEROUE o f REEREAP L AR HEILH BT S T
ﬁ%w’@*?%ﬂﬁﬁ?@ﬁ\vxlmﬁﬁﬁ*{eﬁ itz g oa 3 le
HURE o B R B TR oI L g PR R
ﬁP“Awwwéaﬁﬁa’ CHR AR EEER LA Al TRE

¥oid @3J°E4@%%1ﬁ<§%*m@$£r%%ﬂﬁmy*’#ﬁ

BEFFEAMRGHEZ BT Az Ao > THERZEEZ F L P T
a%’i%ﬂ%*gé.iJ(%ﬁ“*@m vl (L EFEF)
SL)-HF HEBFIRTAFFTETRLE 2 VEEIR P HAPR P EH —
"B 6 gL ?—%%@’%#FF*J—%1<£m%ﬁ@mﬁ
PRGRAAE s R BT Bt ARt R T2
KAFx ki RS R Eﬁ’ra”ﬁbﬂaﬁmf—ﬂi E

fB

B & -3 d
;.'B_i

Bhdcm > T FRFFERTHERDLFRARAL AFB p A
R ETAARS > E REEwBfr 2 ART A8 TAKFEAF T §
ﬁ]#ﬁlﬁxl\lggo-ﬂ: 11 7 12 p 2 ﬁl\z»\.}—:‘r F]’i/}\"?lpkaf P ?‘f;gﬁ_"‘éﬁﬂ

FRZ‘@*mlﬁ fpfe@ &
RIER S g HE 2 iR AL AR2 S By o Ry
TS 5 NE SN SN m*»,no
Flpt o AP FEPIREAFFAAAR CKFR L2 FE LRI A
- Bfrd 2 oL R G R -
NPRE AR T o e BRI S E B AP AR
e s R LA PAL G el B odmika £ Y4 o

| 4

69



ey U

Richard Arens, SVD (1912—1990)
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Richard Arens SVD (1912—1990)
1939 went to China, Shandong Province for mission work
1944 started his work at Fu Jen Catholic University in Peking
1960 played a key role in the refounding of Fu Jen University in Taiwan

1974 returned to Germany, did pastoral work for diplomatic circles

Father R. Arens was a member of the Society of the Divine Word, coming from Germany. He
played a historical role in the refounding of Fu Jen University in Taiwan. Through his energetic
management, the initial need of finance, especially for the College of Natural Sciences, was met by
foreign Catholic agencies. He took care of the purchase of laboratory equipment and continuously
extended the building program. He also recruited highly qualified professors. R. Arens was dean of
the College of Natural Sciences for many years and participated in establishing the College of
Foreign Languages, as far as construction work and fund-raising were concerned. In a spirit of

Catholicity he totally dedicated himself to promote the ideal of education at Fu Jen.
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Reflections on Fu Jen as a Catholic University

B AR A AR
Frank E. Budenholzer, SVD ff1E84.
Department of Chemistry
Fu Jen Catholic University

Abstract

This paper consists of a reflection on the academic mission of the Catholic
university in general and of Fu Jen Catholic University in particular. As background
to the discussion, some key moments in the development of the modern university
are considered. Two models of the Christian university are then suggested — the
“Christian academy” where stress is on undergraduate and professional training in a
Christian atmosphere and the “Christian Research University” where the stress is on
graduate education, the discovery and promulgation of truth.

When Fu Jen was re-established in Hsinchuang on October 21, 1963,
opportunities for higher education were still quite limited and the stress was on
providing quality education in a Catholic atmosphere. The specifically Catholic
character of the institution was most clearly seen in the religious, priests and
Catholic lay persons who taught in the academic departments.

The situation today is vastly different. Fu Jen finds itself competing in a
saturated educational market. The number of priests and religious serving in the
university has declined, as has the number of Catholic students. These changes have
shifted the focus of the Catholic character out of the academic departments and into
university-wide units such as the Holistic Education Center, campus ministry and
the newly created offices for mission and identity. The university has also taken on
more characteristics of the research university. In this new setting, a key challenge
for Fu Jen will be to develop nationally and internationally recognized graduate
programs and centers in areas related directly to its Catholic character.

Content
I. The Background
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I. The Foreground

I. The Background
(1) Our Roots — the Intrinsic Value of Human Knowledge
For the Christian, a basic tenet of faith is that, despite the tragedy of sin, all of

God’s creation is good (Gen. 1:31). Furthermore, the human person has a special
relationship with God. In terms of creation, this special relationship is expressed as
our being made in the image of God (Gen. 1:26). Beyond this, the human person is
also called to new life through the death and resurrection of Jesus (Rom. 6:5-11).

In this context, the Christian Churches have all stressed the intrinsic value of
human knowing and human knowledge [cf. John Paul Il, Fides et Ratio, 1998]. The
tradition of Christian schools and academies goes back to the time of the Church
Fathers and saw a special flowering in the scholastic period. During the missionary
movements of the 16™ and 17" centuries, Catholic schools were established in Latin
America and Asia. The SVD San Carlos University sees its roots in this period. And
already in the 17" century, the Protestant colonizers of North America had begun
founding schools of higher education. But it was the large missionary outreach of
the 19" and 20™ centuries that saw the foundation of largest number of Christian
schools and universities in Asia and Africa. And it was during this period that the
Church sponsored colleges of China were founded, first by Protestant missionaries
and somewhat later by the Catholic Church [Lutz 1971]. As a result of these
developments, Christian colleges and universities can now be found in almost every
country of the world. Fu Jen Catholic University is an obvious heir of this tradition,
founded in Beijing in 1925 and re-established in Taiwan in 1961. Most recently, the
Catholic Church’s commitment to higher Education has been expressed in the
Apostolic Constitution on Catholic Universities (1990).

While the shape of the modern university is clearly based on European and later
American models, the roots of higher education are much broader. In China, the
Confucian tradition of self cultivation through education is already stated clearly in
the Confucian classics and was strongly encouraged with the development of
Neo-Confucianism usually associated with Chu Hsi £ #{ (1130-1200). The
examination system of pre-revolutionary China had as its ideal that the rulers of

76



China would gentlemen-scholars, well versed in the classics of the Confucian
tradition.

(2) The Pragmatic Turn and Its Influence on Higher Education

The roots of contemporary Catholic education in Taiwan clearly extend back
both to the medieval universities and to the Confucian academy. But in recognizing
this fact, it is important to equally recognize the huge transformations that have led
to the present state of higher education.

John Henry Newman in his discourses delivered to the Catholics of Dublin in
1852 stated very clearly the ideal of liberal education as the purpose of the university.
He said:

Surely it is very intelligible to say, and that is what | say here, that Liberal
Education, viewed in itself, is simply the cultivation of the intellect, as such, and its
object is nothing more or less than intellectual excellence. [Newman 1982, 91-92]

Newman did not deny the value of a university education to society, but it is
always subordinated to the basic object of intellectual excellence. Further he said:

But a University training is the great ordinary means to a great ordinary end;
it aims at raising the intellectual tone of society, at cultivating the public mind, at
purifying the national taste, at supplying true principles to popular enthusiasm ... . It
is education which gives a man a clear conscious view of his own opinions and
judgments, a truth in developing them, an eloquence in expressing them, and a force
in urging them ... .It prepares him to fill any post with credit, and to master any
subject with facility. [Newman 1982, 134-135]

The liberal education model of the university in many ways resonates with the
traditional Confucian ideal. The traditional civil service examination prepared local
and national leaders not through a regimen of applied study but rather by forming
leaders of true intellectual refinement.

In 18" and 19" century continental Europe, especially in Germany, another
ideal of the university emerged — the research university [Kennedy 1997, 25-27].
The stress was on the discovery and promulgation of truth. Graduate programs,
especially doctoral programs, became the hallmark of the advanced university. The
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engines of the research university’s search for truth were the laboratories of the
scientists and the seminars of the graduate faculty. Before the middle of the 19"
century, American institutions of higher learning were primarily in the liberal arts
tradition, with most school being directly or indirectly Church related. For many, the
opening of Johns Hopkins University in 1876 as a purely graduate institution marks
the turning point in American education. Other institutions of a similar mold soon
followed — Stanford in 1885 and the University of Chicago in 1890. Other
established schools, such as Harvard and Columbia, revamped their structures to
follow a similar line. [Marsden 1994]

But the Americans did not simply copy the developments in European
education. The universities, with their newfound research capabilities, gradually
were seen to be the engines of growth and national development. Cornell University,
founded in 1868, probably more than any other exemplified this pragmatic direction
(1). Practical programs such as agriculture, engineering and medicine were on an
equal basis with the traditional liberal arts program, both with and without a
classical language component. Cornell also set a new direction by declaring its
secular, non-Church status. [Marsden 1994, 115]

Other primarily American innovations included the introduction of the elective
system of selecting classes and the gradual incorporation of professional courses
such a business that had earlier been separate certificate programs, as full parts of
the university. A further development came with direct service by university faculty
and staff to industry, the clearest example being the agricultural extension programs
of the American state universities. [Tetlow 1983, 16-28]

Many of the same forces that caused a radical shift in educational goals in
Europe and the North American were also present in China [Budenholzer 1999]. In
1903, during the waning years of the Qing dynasty, there was a decree requiring
Western scientific studies be added to the traditional school curriculum. In 1905, six
years before the revolution, the traditional Chinese examination system was
abolished. In the early years before the revolution, the Christian colleges of China
were often compared unfavorably with the Confucian academies. However, very
soon their curriculum of “practical subjects” such as foreign languages, commerce
and the physical sciences became the norm for the universities of China [Lutz 1971].
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3 Pluralism and the Despair of Learning Truth
Section (2) above seeks to describe the factors that have shaped the structure of
the contemporary university. But there has been another factor that, while more
subtle, is equally influential in shaping current university education. For lack of a

better phrase, I have described it as “pluralism and the despair of learning the truth.”
Modern scholarship has brought two questions to the forefront in any discussion —
history and pluralism. History teaches us that no tradition, whether Christianity,
Buddhism or Confucianism, remains static. Understandings in each age can be
radically different which has led many scholars to despair of every really
understanding the thought of earlier times. What history has done on a vertical level,
pluralism has done on the horizontal. Radically different conceptions of the meaning
of human life and culture are continually brought into contact — sometimes with
violent results. The result of these two forces has been for many a despair of ever
learning the truth. The result is that the earlier mission of the research university --
the “discovery and promulgation of truth” -- has changed (many would say
deteriorated) to the task of assembling internally consistent, but mutually
independent, fields of knowledge. Thus while the level of scholarship generally
remains high, communication and peer review take place among a small subset of
scholars familiar with the given sub-field. This, along with the knowledge explosion,
makes it difficult to keep up with developments outside of one’s own often very
narrow field of specialization and makes any overall integration of modern
knowledge seem an impossible task.

For many, radical postmodernism, essentially implying a de facto relativism,
best describes the contemporary situation, especially in the humanities and social
sciences. The great exception to this state of affairs is in the physical sciences and
related disciplines. The acceptance by the vast majority of scientists of a common
research methodology has allowed scientists and the general public to accept that
science somehow develops, that there is in some sense a progression toward truth.
This belief has been bolstered by developments in technology and the applied
sciences (especially biological and medical sciences) that depend on what most
people would consider quite esoteric scientific theories — quantum mechanics,

79



molecular biology and so forth. The combination of the fact that science “works”
and the fact that it has a generally accepted methodology leading to cumulative
results has made science and related disciplines the premier example of research in
the contemporary research universities. This has also increased the pressure on other
disciplines to somehow imitate the physical sciences in their efforts at research.

Under these circumstances, a rift gradually developed between many
universities and their Christian sponsors. In many cases the cause was not an open
hostility to Christianity, but rather a belief that the norms of scholarship must stand
apart from religious conviction. George Marsden in his book The Soul of the
American University: From Protestant Establishment to Established Nonbelief
describes this process in the United States from the 18™ to the middle of the 20"
century.

Within religious circles, reactions to this situation have been varied. Many
religious adherents have essentially accepted the impossibility of any kind of
reasoned integration of knowledge and espoused some form of fideism or
fundamentalism. One result is what is often referred to as the “Bible College.” A
small school, often with very good intellectual credentials, that seeks to shape the
curriculum in such a way to avoid the problems raised by historical consciousness
and contemporary pluralism.

For many others there was a common sense recognition that life must go on,
even if answers to the basic questions seem to evade us. This has led to a split
between various applied disciplines and the more traditional disciplines that would
be at their base. For example, applied and professional ethics have more or less gone
off on their own, leaving the basic or meta-ethical questions (freedom, human
agency, the nature of the good) to a few philosophers. Similarly, philosophical and
basic psychological understandings of the human person are kept quite separate
from the applied research of those in the fields of education and business and
systems management.

(4) Christian and Catholic Universities in Today’s World
Given these changes, for the last 30 years, Christian universities, both Catholic
and Protestant, have been increasingly been concerned to clarify what makes them
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Christian. The amount published on this topic is immense and continues to grow.
For Catholics, the carefully prepared 1990 document Apostolic Constitution of the
Supreme Pontiff John Paul 11 on Catholic Universities summarizes the basic
understanding of what it means to be a Catholic university. It says:

Every Catholic university, as a university, is an academic community which, in

a rigorous and critical fashion, assists in the protection and advancement of

human dignity and of a cultural heritage through research, teaching and various

services offered to the local, national and international communities.

[Paragraph 12]

And it further says:

[E]very Catholic University, as Catholic, must have the following essential

characteristics:

1) a Christian inspiration, not only of individuals but of the university

community a such;

2) a continuing reflection in the light of the Catholic faith upon the growing

treasury of human knowledge, to which it seeks to contribute by its own

research;

3) fidelity to the Christian message is it comes to us through the Church;

4) an institutional commitment to the service of the people of God and of the

human family in their pilgrimage to the transcendent goal which gives meaning

to life. [Paragraph 13]

Given the forces shaping contemporary tertiary education, I would suggest two
possible models for the Christian university. The first would be the Christian
academy where the emphasis is on undergraduate and professional education in a
Christian or Catholic atmosphere. The second would be the Christian research
university. In fact, these two models are not exclusive, and there is a continuum
between them, but they will serve as useful “first approximations” to understanding
the situation in Taiwan’s Christian universities, including Fu Jen University.

In the “Christian academy” the stress is on undergraduate teaching, rather than
on the research. The ideal is a community of students and scholars who identify
strongly with the larger Christian community. Fidelity to the Christian mission of
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the institution is as important as academic expertise in hiring faculty. The stress is

on training future leaders — gentlemen-scholars — rather than direct service to the
country through research or community service. Here in Taiwan, Tunghai University,
founded in 1955 in Taichung, most clearly annunciated this ideal, both verbally and
in the design of the first campus buildings by the renowned architect I. M. Pei (2).

In the Christian academy, the content of the curriculum will normally include
elements of both the liberal arts model and the professional model. In Taiwan, the
professional model predominates. Education is seen as a direct prelude to a future
career. This is the desire of the vast majority of parents and students who are
concerned about their future economic situation as well as being able to enter a
career that will bring a reasonable degree of job satisfaction. However, the stress on
career development does not preclude elements of the liberal arts model. Programs
which go under various names — core courses, general curriculum, holistic education
programs — purposely distance themselves from the more pragmatic curriculum
offerings and seek to encourage learning simply for the sake of intellectual
development. But even in the regular department offerings, the style of offering
courses can move in the direction of the liberal arts model. This is most easily done
in the traditional academic fields of the humanities (literature, philosophy, history),
but can also be accomplished in the physical sciences and fine arts. Even in the
professions — medicine, engineering, law, business, education — courses can be
offered that accentuate the excitement of intellectual discovery as opposed to
training in preparation for a professional career. Normally Christian theology will
play a central role in the curriculum. In the context of Taiwan, where the majority of
students are not Christian, general education courses in subjects such as philosophy
of life (Fu Jen, Providence) or philosophy of religion (Chung Yuan) serve a similar
role. With its stress on undergraduate studies and community, the Christian academy
will place a relatively strong emphasis on campus ministry and extra-curricular
activities. Students will be encouraged to find their identity in a relatively
self-contained university community.

The second model is that of the “Christian Research University.” In such a
university the stress is on graduate education and the discovery of new knowledge.
A much larger percentage of faculty time will be spent on research as opposed to
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traditional teaching activities. Stress is more on individual or department research
accomplishments rather than building a campus-wide community of scholars and
students. Faculty recruitment will also depend more on excellence in the individual
disciplines than on commitment to the university Christian ideal. Finally, the stress
will be on training scholars who will train other scholars, rather than on forming a
more general group of future leaders in society.

In the Christian research university, departments directly related to the
Christian tradition — theology, philosophy, the social sciences, fine arts and music —
must be recognized as centers of excellence not only within the university
community but nationally and internationally. A continual challenge will be to
encourage some kind of dialogue between these departments and the other
departments of the university so that the “Christian character” is not limited to a few
“Christian strongholds” within the university. With the stress on graduate education
and department specialization, the students tend to be older and more concentrated
on their department disciplines. Extracurricular activities, including campus ministry,
are less emphasized and seen more as a matter of individual choice.

Most universities, both Christian and non-Christian, have elements of both
models. This is even more so in Taiwan, where all the major universities, public and
private, have large numbers of undergraduate students. At the same time, the stress
on education as primarily training for a future career as well as Taiwan’s policies on
faculty hiring, promotion, department evaluations and the criteria for government
funding all are more in line with the direction of research universities.

Il. The Foreground

With this background, | would like to consider the situation of Fu Jen Catholic
University. | will restrict myself to reflections on Fu Jen after its re-foundation in
Hsinchuang Taiwan. Much of what | will say depends on my own experience here at
Fu Jen. While not here during when the university was re-established, most of the
early pioneers where still active when 1 first came in 1978. Historical comments are
primarily focused on the College of Science and Engineering and the College of
Foreign Languages and Literature. However, much of what | have to say would
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equally apply to other colleges.
1) The Early Years in Hsinchuang — Quality Education in a Catholic
Atmosphere
There were several factors that are important in understanding the atmosphere
in the years immediately following the re-establishment of Fu Jen University in
Hsinchuang. First, college education was, at that time, what economists would refer

to as a “scarce commodity.” The opportunities for university placement were
relatively limited. This combined with a population of college students who had
received reasonably good primary and secondary educations and were eager for the
opportunity to attend a university. Under these conditions, universities like Fu Jen
and Tunghai were very much appreciated for offering an important service to the
young people of Taiwan. This also meant that the average quality of students was
quite high since only the better students would pass the examination to enter any
university.

Initially most of the department chairs were priests, religious or laypersons who
closely identified with the Catholic Church. Many had doctorates in their fields and
essentially all had at least a master’s degree. This was at a time when many of the
state universities still lacked faculty with advanced degrees. With the notable
exception of the philosophy department and a few others, almost all of Fu Jen’s
students were undergraduates. While research that would be published in
internationally recognized journals was rare, smaller research and writing projects
were often carried out which made a substantial contribution to Taiwan’s local
intellectual development.

While the basic structure of the university was oriented toward career
development, the overall tenor of the university was very much that of the first
model described above — the Christian academy. The purpose was to provide high
quality education in a Catholic atmosphere. This atmosphere was most clearly
symbolized by the priests and religious who were often department chairs. These
religious and priests were appreciated both for their basically generous Christian
attitude as well as for their professional expertise which was, at that time, lacking in
Taiwan. Several of the SVD confreres [SVD: Societas Verbi Divini, the Society of
the Divine Word] and SSpS sisters [SSpS: Congregation Missionalis Servarum
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Spiritus Sancti, Holy Spirit Sisters] who were deans and department chairs were
well known nationally for the innovations that they brought to their departments.
Examples would be Franz Giet, SVD with his introduction of the language
laboratory, Franz Huber, SVD in electronic microscopy, Arnold Sprenger with his
innovations in language education, Urbania Teuhaus, SSpS in the field of home
economics and Maryta Laumann, SSpS in textile conservation.

Other factors also highlighted the Catholic atmosphere. As late as 1980 the
percentage of Catholic students at Fu Jen was on the order of 10% and the
percentage of Protestant students was around 22%. By 1988 this had dropped to
Catholics 3.8% and Protestants 9.8%. Currently the percentage of Catholics is 1.4%
and Protestants 2.5% [Ross 1981, 17; Ross 1988, 20; Wei and Budenholzer 2000,
Table 1]. Before 1990, each class usually had a small group of Catholic, or at least
Christian students, which presumably reinforced the recognition of the Catholic
character of Fu Jen.

During this time relatively little thought was given to what it means to be a
“Catholic university.” The most important thing was to build a first-class department
and it was presumed this would reflect positively on the Catholic Church.

The Current Situation — Finding Our Place among Taiwan’s Institutions of Higher
Education

The general situation of higher education in Taiwan and more specifically at Fu
Jen has changed drastically since the 1960s and 70s. Currently Taiwan has on the
order of 150 tertiary institutions. In 2003, for the first time, the number of college
placements will be larger than the pool of applicants. The Catholic Church in
sponsoring a university such as Fu Jen is still offering an immense service to the
people of Taiwan. But the service is no longer supplying a scarce commodity, but
rather Fu Jen is finding itself competing with other vendors in an oversubscribed
market.

Given this situation, each institution has to find its place in the new educational
reality of Taiwan. Many factors have pushed Fu Jen to move in the direction of the

research university. In the 1970°s and 80’s young Ph.D.s, many graduates of Fu Jen,
were returning to Taiwan and taking up teaching positions in the universities. They
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were looking to continue the research work they had begun as Ph.D. students. At the
same time National Science Council grants and other funds became available to
faculty in private universities. Gradually the level of research began to rise. Between
1980 and 2002, most of the departments at Fu Jen added MA [Master of Arts] or MS
[Master of Science] programs and the number of Ph.D. programs rose from one
(philosophy) to the current seven with more to come in the coming academic year.
The criteria for advancement in academic rank has gradually been strengthened. In
1985 in the sciences, often a single paper in an international journal was sufficient
for advancement. Today, the representative work must appear in a highly ranked
journal and must be accompanied by a series of papers all published in
internationally recognized journals. Analogous statements could be made in other
disciplines.

It is important to realize that most of these same developments have occurred in
most of the other large private and public universities in Taiwan. While Taiwan’s
private universities would like to emulate the success of the American private
research universities, differences in research funding schemes in the US and Taiwan
make this very unlikely (3). Hence private universities in Taiwan are asking
themselves what will be their special contribution — their niche — in the Taiwan
educational scene. To simply emulate the better-funded state universities seems less
than ideal. And yet multiple forces are pushing in this direction.

In terms of its Catholic identity, Fu Jen has seen a large increase in the number
of students leading to a large relative decrease in the number of religious and priests
on campus. When | first came to Fu Jen in 1978, all of the departments under the
administration of the SVD and SSpS, with the exception of the Electronic
Engineering Department, had at least one religious in the department. All of the
college deans were either priests or religious. Now there are two SVDs in the
college of science and engineering and one SVD and one SSpS in the College of
Human Ecology. The number of religious in the College of Foreign Languages is
larger, but has also decreased. This trend is even more pronounced in the other
colleges of the university. In some departments lay Catholic faculty have become
more prominent, however their numbers also seem to be decreasing. At present, only
one of the college deans is a religious. Several deans are non-Christian.
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At the same time the number of Catholic students has also declined
precipitously. The percentage of Catholic students is on the order of 1.5%. Many
departments have essentially no Catholic student presence. This drop, both in the
number of religious serving in the departments combined the low of number of
Catholic students has shifted the focus of the Catholic character out of the academic
departments and into university-wide units such as the Holistic Education Center,
campus ministry and the newly created offices for mission and identity. The
Catholic administrators and faculty have worked very hard to maintain and,
hopefully enhance, the Catholic character of the university. The three initiatives
mentioned above are very hopeful signs.

The Holistic Education Center — both in the three special courses related to Fu
Jen’s Catholic identity (Introduction to University Life, Philosophy of Life and
Professional Ethics) and in the general education program (¢ 'ung shih k’e-ch’eng 3]
v ) — has attempted to retain something of the liberal arts model in an
increasingly specialized and professionalized curriculum. It also has the largest
concentration of younger religious and priests as teachers in the university. At
present, the SVD has five members and the SSpS one sister teaching there. The
challenge will be to maintain standards of academic excellence so as to be accepted
as the heart of the undergraduate curriculum and not simply an “add-on” imposed
from outside.

With reference to Fu Jen’s Catholic identity, the Holistic Education Center is
on the one hand a basic element in that identity and, at the same time, insufficient in
itself to maintain that identity. In the undergraduate program, the specific curriculum
offerings of the Holistic Education Center, as well as its overall spirit, will define the
Catholic presence in the undergraduate curriculum. Yet the holistic education is in
no way uniquely Catholic or even uniquely Christian. The need for a liberal arts core
curriculum is recognized by many of Taiwan’s public and private universities (4).
And the specific slogan of “holistic education” (ch 'uan jen chiao-yi = * %’fﬁj‘) has
been taken up by several other Christian universities in Taiwan and Hong Kong as
defining their Christian character. Similar comments could be made about campus
ministry and related extra-curricular activities. They are essential to maintaining Fu
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Jen’s Catholic identity. At the same time these activities will always be somewhat
extrinsic to the core activities of the university — teaching and research.

(3) The Future — Challenges and Possible Directions
How can Fu Jen maintain and perhaps even enhance its Christian and Catholic

99 ¢

identity? The first comment would be that there is no “one way,” “no magic formula”
for Fu Jen or any other Christian institution to maintain its religious identity. Fu Jen
will have to continue to work hard in many areas — undergraduate core curriculum,
campus ministry, extracurricular activities, student services, dormitory ministry, and
so forth. At the same time, it is the basic contention of this paper that as graduate
education and specialization become more and more important, a key challenge for
Fu Jen will be to develop nationally and internationally recognized graduate
programs and related centers in areas related directly to its Catholic character.

The graduate program in philosophy clearly will have a place of honor when the
history of Taiwan’s philosophical education is written. However, at present its focus
has shifted from scholastic philosophy to traditional Chinese philosophy. The stress
on Chinese philosophy is not in itself negative. In fact, it is the basis for a creative
dialogue between traditional Christian and Chinese thought. However, if Fu Jen
loses its contact with international Catholic philosophy, it will be hard pressed to
maintain its presence as a center of Catholic identity.

The Department of Religious Studies is one of the most creative departments on
campus. In the spirit of Vatican Il it has become a center of dialogue both with
Buddhism and the folk traditions of Taiwan and China. This is a special contribution
of Catholic Christianity in Taiwan, something very difficult for our brothers and
sisters coming out of the reformed Protestant traditions. However, the religion
department cannot take the place of a department of theology in the Catholic
tradition. Currently the theologate is academically quite isolated from the university.
Arguments can be made whether an academic theology program and a professional
theology program to train individuals for Church ministry should be together or
separate. Whatever the answer to this question, | would suggest that if Fu Jen is to
maintain a truly Catholic character as research is emphasized and the curriculum

88



becomes increasingly specialized, there must be a strong program in academic
theology.

Other positive academic developments include the John Paul Center for
Dialogue and Peace, the Center for Catholic Church History and the Center for the
Study of Science and Religion. Currently, each center is essentially run by one
person. The future challenge will be to make them real centers of dialogue among
Fu Jen’s diverse faculty as well as nationally and internationally recognized centers
of academic excellence.

Applied ethics is an area where Taiwan’s secular society will be looking to
institutions like Fu Jen for guidance. The current program in professional ethics has
set a good basis, especially on the undergraduate level. Developing centers of ethical
dialogue that can remain true to the Catholic vision and yet open in dialogue with
the larger society may not be so easy. Fu Jen’s professional schools — business, law,
medicine and on a smaller scale, engineering, social work and education — could all
be fertile ground for developing centers of ethical dialogue.

In arguing for graduate programs and centers of academic excellence, I do not
wish to suggest that the more “secular” departments should somehow be de-valued.
One of Fu Jen’s special characteristics has been its comprehensiveness. [ am
convinced that it will be the best and brightest faculty who will have the interest to
move beyond their own disciplines and consider what the Catholic intellectual
tradition has to offer. A similar statement can be made about students. If Fu Jen is to
be a center of Catholic excellence, it must also be a center of academic excellence.

Having said the above, it should also be stressed that as far as anyone can tell, Fu
Jen will always remain a primarily undergraduate institution. Building a community
of students that somehow identifies with Fu Jen as a Catholic institution will not be
easy. The relationship of the Holistic Education Center to the departments will be
crucial. Campus ministry and the work of the offices for mission and identity all will
have a role to play.

The educational situation in Taiwan and in most of the world has changed
drastically. Distance learning and the increasing tendency to treat education as a
commodity will have further profound influences on Taiwan’s educational scene.
We are thankful for the work of those Catholic priests, religious and lay people who
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laid the foundation here in Hsinchuang. But there is no way we can go back to those
times. There is also a group who are becoming increasingly alarmed at the tumult in
the academic world. They would suggest that rather than working together with the
larger academic world in a true dialogue, it is perhaps best to avoid the slippery
slopes and move into a more defensive mode. | would agree that the tradition has to
be preserved. But | would argue that the tradition will be preserved only by humbly,
but also creatively, engaging in a dialogue with the wider intellectual community
and all segments of society (5).

So far | have spoken primarily from the perspective of the Christian educator.
However, | believe that Catholic education at Fu Jen is also very much in keeping
with our basic thrust as SVD and SSpS missionaries. We are clearly rooted in our
Catholic tradition and our Catholic faith. But we also recognize that God’s Word is
present in all of creation, that God’s Spirit will move where She wills. The Catholic
university must first and foremost be a place of dialogue. I would suggest that work
in such a university is very much in accord with the SVD and SSpS missionary
charism. As the SVD Constitutions say:

The Divine Word became incarnate in a particular historical situation. Jesus
announced peace and salvation to all those of good will, showing special
predilection for the poor. This example determines the way in which we participate
in his mission. Therefore we try to insert ourselves in the actual situation of those
among whom we work. With open mind and deep respect for the religious traditions
of peoples, we seek dialogue with all and present the good news of God’s love to
them. [SVD Constitutions 103]

Notes
(1) Itis interesting that Cornell University was a center of revolutionary thought
for Chinese students studying in the United States at the turn of the 20" century.
For Cornell’s place in the rising tide of scientism in Chinese thought see Kwo,
p. 14.
(2) Tunghai University was founded in 1955 by the United Board for Christian
Education in Asia, at that time based in the United States, and a group of local
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©)

(4)

(5)

Christians. They saw their mission as continuing the work of the Christian
Universities and Colleges that had been closed on the Chinese Mainland. The
design of the campus sought to facilitate the creation of an intimate community
of Christian scholars and students [cf. Association of Private Universities and
Colleges pp. 89-92].

American private education is probably unique in its ability to maintain the
large number of private world-class research universities. Two factors, not
present in Taiwan, made this possible. The first was the philanthropy of the 19™
century industrialists that put a number of private universities on a financial
footing such that they could compete with the state funded schools. A second
factor was that during and after the Second World War, the federal government
funded science and engineering research in the private universities. For private
schools, so-called indirect funding is especially important. The government not
only paid direct research costs, but also funded indirect costs (libraries,
laboratories, maintenance, etc.) at a level nearly equal to direct funding.

See, for example, the papers in the meeting organized by Fu Jen’s Division of
Continuing Education, She-hui, jen-wen yii ch 'uan-jen chiao-yi hsle-shu
yen-t’ao-hui 'f'ﬁfrg VA= S :”fg *r?ﬁi’%‘ 1 ;5 held on Friday, March 28,
2003 in the auditorium of the Division of Contlnumg Education.

In the first draft of this paper, | considered ending with a quote from Bernard
Lonergan. While the context was somewhat different, Lonergan’s words have
something important to say when considering the future of Catholic education.
He said:

There is bound to be formed a solid right that is determined to live
in a world that no longer exists. There is bound to be formed a scattered
left, captivated by now this, now that new development, exploring now
this, now that new possibility. But what will count is perhaps a not
numerous center, big enough to be at home in both the old and the new,
painstaking enough to work out one by one the transitions to be made,
strong enough to refuse half-measures and insist on complete solutions
even though it has to wait. [Lonergan 1967, 266-7]
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While looking back upon the time of my service at Fu Jen Catholic University,
| am deeply convinced that these years from 1966 to 1987 were the most meaningful
and fruitful years of my life. They were years when | enjoyed my best health, and
had no lack of energy for shouldering my responsibilities as a teacher and
administrator. | was 35 years old when | came to Fu Jen Catholic University after
my studies in the United States, and | was 57 when | was appointed to different
duties.

Roots and Planning

It is well known that the Science departments of the former Fu Jen University
in Peking had a very good reputation. There were several outstanding SVD priests as
professors of Mathematics, Biology, Physics, Chemistry, as well as in the Applied
Sciences like Home economics. Therefore it is understandable, that when in 1960 Fu
Jen Catholic University was reestablished in Hsin Chuang, Taipei, the Divine Word
Missionaries were asked to be responsible for establishing the College of Sciences.
The Superior General of the SVD knew, that it would be difficult for us to assume
this responsibility on our own, so he invited the cooperation of the Sisters Servants
of the Holy Spirit, the SSpS Sisters. These Sisters had also worked in leading
positions in Peking. The SVD and the SSpS immediately selected and appointed a
group of young members to study for Master's and Doctor's degrees, with a view to
teaching in all the different departments, when the College would open. Thus in the
very beginning, the Head of each department was either an SVD priest or an SSpS
Sister.

In accordance with the commitment of the whole Catholic University, the
College of Sciences was also dedicated to educate and cultivate the personal growth
of the students. Our goal was that the whole community of academic personnel,
together with the student body, should live and work on the basis of Truth, Goodness,
Beauty and Holiness.

Funding and Architecture
To establish a new private university in Taiwan and especially a totally new
College of Sciences needed an enormous amount of funds. Through the energetic
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management of Fr. Richard Arens SVD and Fr. Bernard Doyle SVD, the initial basic
need of finance was met by Misereor, the German Catholic Aid Organization, and
other supporting agencies, by German bishops, and by the SVD headquarters. The
SVD University financing office in Chicago, headed by Fr. Ralph Thyken, SVD
gave substantial help. The College was able to purchase the latest laboratory
equipment and continuously extended the building program, as well as employ
well-trained and highly qualified professors. To the amazement of everyone, the
graduates of those initial years were most successful in their professional careers.
They have kept close connections with the College, even 35 years after their
graduation.

Fr. Friedrich Linzenbach, SVD, was the chief architect responsible for
designing the outlay of the whole Fu Jen University and all the buildings of the
College of Sciences. Through architecture he wanted to suggest a dialogue between
Chinese culture, modern Science and Christian faith, and therefore planned a visible
sign of enculturation by designing the College in form of a big dragon, with the
Chemistry department seen as the tail of the dragon, the departments of Biology,
Mathematics and Physics as the body, and the Science Administration Building as
the big dragonhead with an open mouth. According to his view, the Library Building
was the golden ball placed in front of the eyes of the dragon.

Fr. Linzenbach also designed the student dormitories of the College, the building of
the department of Home economics, the building of the College of Foreign
Languages and the lecture hall. The building program could not have been
undertaken without the energetic work of the two engineers Br. Albert Behrla, SVD,
and Br. Michael Helsper, SVD. Throughout the later history of the College, the
maintenance and repair work of all buildings was offered by Br. Franz Freisinger
SVD. and by engineer Br. Norbert Ruf, SVD.

The Administration Building also housed the members of the SVD community
and was named after Cardinal Thomas Tien, SVD, the first Chinese Cardinal and
former archbishop of Peking and first Chancellor of the Board of Trustees of Fu Jen
University. The library building was named after Fr. Johannes Schuette, SVD, the
Superior General of the Divine Word Missionaries, who is also remembered as one
of the great prime movers for the reestablishment of Fu Jen, and who appointed very
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able younger and older members of the SVD Society to study and work at Fu Jen.

Departments and Members

The whole College was influenced and certainly also shaped and formed by the
first deans of the College, Fr. Michael Richartz, SVD, and Fr. Richard Arens,
SVD, in addition to all the heads of departments. In a Christian spirit and according
to the norms of the Catholic Church, the whole staff of professors aimed at
educating the students to be good persons and good scientists. That is, they
concentrated on educating independent, competent and responsible members of
society, and on qualifying them to take their places as professionals in their later
lives.
There were SVD priests and SSpS sisters appointed to each one of the departments,
most of them for a long period of time, and they were well appreciated by their
students and by the staff of their departments. Here is a list, giving their names and
the departments in which they worked:

Department Name Position
1.Mathematics Dept. Sr. Hildegard Pohanka Ssps  Head, Professor

2.Physics Department Fr. Michael Richartz SVD  Dean, Professor

Fr. Franz Oster SVD Head, Professor
Fr. H. Hesselfeld SVD Dean, Head, Professor
Fr. John Koster SVD Professor
3.Chemistry Department Sr. Rita Liu SSpS Professor
Fr. Karl Specht SVD Head, Assoc. Professor
Fr. Frank Budenholzer SVD  Vice President, Dean, Professor
Sr. Lee Wei Ping SSpS Professor
4.Biology Department Fr. Franz Huber SVD Head, Professor
5.Homeeconomics Fr. Amaldoss SVD Assoc. Professor
6.Food and Nutrition Sr. Urbania SSpS Head, Professor
7.Textiles & Clothing Sr. Evamonica SSpS Head Assoc. Professor

Sr. Chuang Wen Li, SSpS Assoc. Professor
Sr. Maryta Laumann SSpS ~ Head, Professor
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This list contains only the names of the professional academic persons
belonging to the College of Sciences. In order to complete this list several other
SVD members and SSpS sisters should be mentioned, especially those who were in
the service of the College of Foreign Languages, engaged in the teaching of general
courses, or in charge of the Chaplaincy, the Library, the Finance Office, Repair and
Maintenance, the dormitories, or of the University Clinic.

Question About a Catholic University

People, especially abroad, have often asked us if, as a Catholic university, we
can and do enroll non-Christian students, and employ non-Christian professors and
researchers. In reality, due to the joint entrance examination, the proportion of
Christian to non-Christian students in Fu Jen Catholic University is the same as at
any other university in Taiwan.
On the other hand, parents as well as relatives and friends of our students have
sometimes expressed the fear that religion might be forced on the students. In fact, at
Fu Jen Catholic University students are not obliged to attend any classes in religion,
and there are no requirements for attending religious activities. While each of the
professors is highly qualified in science, they may or may not be Catholics or
Christians.
There is a religious coordinator in the College of Sciences to help and advise
students or employees if they have any question about religion. The Catholic priests
and sisters have always fulfilled their academic duties with great responsibility and
exemplary diligence. Everyone will agree that they knew well when to keep science
and religion separate, and they remembered always when it was appropriate to teach
one and not the other.

Natural Sciences at a Catholic University

It seems necessary to refer to the question of the compatibility between religion
and science. There is a question that is commonly asked, namely, "How can a
scientist believe in God?" "How can a natural scientist admit that there is a
supernatural world?"
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As scientists also the Catholic priests and sisters do not take things on simple
trust. The scientist's way of knowing is a way of discovering and testing,
rediscovering and retesting. Something is true, because other scientists have
independently tested and verified it. However, there are other ways of knowing.
For example, when a young child gains new knowledge, it does not use the way of
science. Rather, the child knows something is true because his mother or father says
s0. Most religions use a way of knowing much like that of a child. That is, they
decide what is true based on authority. | consider myself a scientist. | fully agree that
the acquisition of knowledge by the scientific method is safe and certain. However,
as to obtaining answers to the ultimate questions of our life (Why are we here? Is
there an overall purpose of life? What happens after | die?) the religious approach to
knowledge is most meaningful and satisfying.

By the presence of SVD priests and SSpS sisters in the College of Natural
Sciences, one big prejudice seemingly has been removed: namely, that Science and
Religion are in contradiction. They are not. A scientist can also have religious faith.
A religious person can also be a qualified natural scientist.

Examples of World Famous Scientists Wsho Had Religious Faith

Christianity had an important part in the development of science in western
Europe and many founding fathers of science were devout Christians. They saw
God's finger in Nature, and they used theological arguments with their logical
methods of science. There are so many examples in history of famous scientists who
had a deep faith in God. I will give five examples:

Blaise Pascal (1623-1662), brilliant mathematician who became a devout
Christian at the age 31. He believed that it was useless to try to prove the Bible,
because it would not help the unbeliever, and the Bible is sterile without Christ.

Isaac Newton (1642-1727) is a fascinating example of a prominent scientist
who was also a devout believer. He developed theories of light and of universal
gravitation and shares the honor of inventing Calculus with Leibniz.

Michael Faraday, (1791-1867), the leading scientist of his generation, is
known for his pioneering work in electricity and magnetism, including the concept
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of electric fields. He was a fully committed Christian who based his religion on a
literal interpretation of the Bible.

Louis Pasteur (1822-1895), brilliant chemist who is the founder of
physio-chemistry, father of bacteriology, inventor of bio-therapeutics. Pasteur's faith
was as genuine as his science. This famous scientist writes about himself:

Happy the man who bears within him a divinity, an ideal of beauty and obeys it, an
ideal of art, an ideal of science, an ideal of country, and an ideal of the virtues of the
Gospel.

These words are carved in stone above his grave in the Institute Pasteur.

George LeMaitre (1894-1966) introduced the Big Bang theory in 1927 and
showed that religion and science -- or at least physics -- did not have to be
incompatible. LeMaitre, born in Belgium, was a Catholic priest and physicist.

Although it is not often realized, there are many present day scientists who have
religious faith, and do not see any contradiction between science and religion.

The Strength of the College of Sciences

While I was the dean of the College of Sciences, | once attended a meeting with
Church leaders of Taiwan. The question was asked, what are the biggest obstacles to
the present-day Church in this country. The answer was: The over-emphasis on the
natural sciences in our days. - | believe definitely that there was never a dangerous
over-emphasis to the detriment of religion in our Science departments at Fu Jen
University, and there will be not. I am proud of the dedication and devotion with
which the professors in our College educate and train our students and do research to
extend the frontiers of knowledge in various fields, in cooperation also with
government institutes and local industry in harmony with the whole administration
of the University.

It is the responsibility of the College of Natural Sciences at Fu Jen Catholic
University to continue through teaching, research, service and administration to
strive towards real knowledge of the person, of the environment, and of God. (See
the Mission Statement of Fu Jen Catholic University)
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4% ¢ : Gospel Witness to Service and Collaboration - The SVD — SSpS Mission
in the English Department at Fu Jen Catholic University
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by Daniel J. Bauer # =% %
Content
Founding Years: 1963-1976
Years of Steady Growth: 1976-1990
Years of the New Taiwan: 1990-2003

Imagine you are standing before a large wall in a pleasantly decorated room.
On that wall, you see photographs and drawings of people involved over a span of
nearly forty years in a variety of activities in the English Department at Fu Jen
Catholic University in Taipei, Taiwan.

Now imagine that each of these persons in the pictures is a Divine Word (SVD)
Missionary Brother or priest or a Sister of the Sisters Servants of the Holy Spirit
(SSpS), often called the Holy Spirit Sisters. Then what do you see?

You see men and women of several nationalities working as a team as they play
exciting and important roles in the historic story of Fu Jen’s English Department.
That story will be forty years old on October 21, 2003.

These pages look back on SVD and SSpS participation in the English
Department at Fu Jen by dividing the years into three segments. The divisions are, of
course, arbitrary, for they mark only the broad outlines of eras which could be
divided in any number of ways. We will view these years of SVD — SSpS service
according to Founding Years (1963-1976), Years of Steady Growth (1976-1990), and
Years of the New Taiwan (1990-2003).

Founding Years: 1963 — 1976
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In the early 1960s, Father Richard Arens, the founding Dean of the College of
Foreign Languages and Literature at Fu Jen, asked Father Peter Venne to lay the
groundwork for the English Department and lead it as its first chairman. From the
beginning, it was, to say the least, a daunting task. Father Venne had to recruit and
organize a faculty ready to meet the needs of an incoming class of some 50 Chinese
students in 1964, presumably few of whom could speak more than the most
rudimentary English. Father Venne knew that after its first year, his faculty would
have to quickly expand in order to teach the number of classes necessary for the
department as it grew over the course of the next four years. After all, by 1968 the
English Department would be home for some 200 students.

Language with an appreciation for “political correctness” was still many years
away. The day would come when his successors would call themselves a
“chairperson” or simply “a chair.” Father Peter Venne, a German SVD priest with a
doctorate in English Literature from the University of Zirich, was quite literally the
chairman of Fu Jen’s English Department. In every sense of the word, he was also
the department’s father.

One wonders if the department’s first chair ever imagined an SSpS would one
day take his place in the spacious office at the end of the 3 floor corridor in the
College of Foreign Languages and Literature. That Holy Spirit Sister, was, of course,
Sister Heliena Krenn, an internationally known critic of the writer Joseph Conrad.
Sister Heliena chaired the Department from 1983 — 1988 and also followed Father
Venne as editor of Fu Jen Studies - - Language and Literature. Fu Jen Studies is an
annual journal of scholarly studies also founded by Father Venne in the early years
of Fu Jen Catholic University. After several years of administrative service in the
College Library, in the late 1970s and till the end of the 90s, Sister Heliena taught
English and American Literature, conversation and composition, guided readings,
Bible as Literature, Greek and Roman mythology, and a variety of graduate seminars
for master’s degree students.

When he began to turn the wheels that ran the English Department in 1964,
surely Father Venne had no way to visualize the exciting story ahead. Could he have
imagined the department would eventually include an undergraduate Bachelor of
Arts program for approximately 320 students a year, with a faculty of some 25
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instructors, not to mention a graduate institute offering Master of Arts degrees? (The
master’s program was begun by department chair Father Pierre Demers, S.J.) Also,
Father Venne would have needed a crystal ball to look into the future and see that his
successors would include the Jesuit Father Demers and a line of gifted lay scholars,
one of whom was once an English Department student herself, Joyce Chi-hui Liu.

Department history shows that from the very beginning, SVD and SSpS
missionaries worked in close daily contact with their colleagues of many nations and
backgrounds. Some of the colleagues were members of other religious orders, such
as Father Sheridan and Sister Rose Boudreau SP, and Father Demers and Father
Sorrel, both Jesuits. Several colleagues were Benedictines, such as Brother Nicholas
Koss, who went on to become a full professor and Dean of the College of Foreign
Languages and Literature, and Fathers Robert Roche and Paul Maher. Most of the
colleagues for the Holy Spirit Sisters and SVDs were lay people. Some were
Catholic or Protestant in spiritual beliefs, but most were not. The missionaries of the
founding years saw themselves as members of a team of educators, working in
collaboration with other professionals who were devoted to the needs of their
students and the larger university community at Fu Jen. For forty years, service and
collaboration have been ideals and goals for which to strive for SVD and SSpS
missionaries in Fu Jen’s English Department.

The years of a rapidly developing Taiwan were still some distance in the future
when Father Venne drew up his first class schedules and faculty lists in the
mid-1960s.  Thus, for faculty members he was especially indebted to the
contributions of foreign missionaries who served basic student needs with skill and
enthusiasm, even if their grasp of Mandarin Chinese left something to be desired.
What did that matter? From 1964 till the present, Fu Jen’s English Department has
been known all over Taiwan for insisting on English as the language of instruction.
Even today, top scholars at respected public universities express public recognition
for the quality of Fu Jen’s education in English language.

The Holy Spirit Sisters played an extremely important role in the founding
years of the English Department. Sister Agatha Bramkamp from Germany, who at
that time was called Sister Gertrude, was among the first and most active of the
Sisters on the faculty. Sister Gertrude taught courses in phonetics, linguistics,
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English conversation, and English composition. With other Holy Spirit Sisters, she
also offered a course called “Womanhood,” which helped co-eds to develop
self-confidence and self-understanding as educated young women who might well
take on future careers in education, business or industry while still devoting
themselves to family life. Sister Gertrude worked closely with SVD Father Arnold
Sprenger in the late 1960s in offering government sponsored “How to Teach English”
seminars for high school teachers throughout the island. During that time, she was
reputedly the first non-Chinese woman to enter aboriginal villages in the mountain
heights of Tefuyeh and Dapang, where she made tape recordings and gathered
research for the study of linguistics and phonetics in the language of the Chou tribe.

Sister Gertrude left Fu Jen to study German Literature at Johns Hopkins
University from 1974-75, and continued at Cornell University till 1984, where she
finished her doctoral dissertation on the turn of the century writer Ebner Eschenbach.
She returned to Fu Jen in 1985 and continues to teach and do research in the German
Department. She still offers occasional courses in the master’s program for the
English Department.

Another key player in the early story of the English Department was Holy
Spirit Sister Cora Colett from the Philippines. Sister Cora was popularly known as
Sister Laetifera, meaning “One Who Bears Joy.”

Sister Laetifera’s unique gift of joy centered on her life long passion for drama
and the performing arts. After service at Fu Jen from 1965 till 1974, she studied
theater at Cornell University in the United States, writing her dissertation on
Heinrich Ibsen. University theater productions in English are fairly common in
today’s Taiwan, but that wasn’t the case in the late 1960s and 1970s. During her
teaching days at Fu Jen from 1965 — 1973, Sister Laetifera’s lively and well crafted
productions contributed much to winning a national reputation for the English
Department as a place where foreigners and Chinese worked together to offer
students an opportunity to perform world famous dramatic scripts in English.

This contribution to the teaching and sharing of the performing arts in the
department was historic and immensely important. Drama has continued to be a
mainstay in student activities not only in the English Department, but throughout the
entire College of Foreign Language and Literature at Fu Jen, which in 2003
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comprises six departments. Interest in dramatic performances was an important
impetus in the construction of the beautiful theater and conference center in the new
Divine Word Building (Sheng Yen Lou) in the late 1990s. (The theater and
conference center is named for Father Arens SVD.) Locally acclaimed director and
professor of drama Stan Lai was one of Sister Laectifera’s early students in the
English Department. Noted Taipei critic and playwright Casey Chi and the
painter-poet-professor Lo Ching are also former English Department students and
faculty members who she influenced.

Student drama productions flourished in the English Department in the 1970s
and throughout the 80s under the enthusiastic guidance of faculty members Donna
Schaefer, Richard Cameron, and Father Edward Vargo SVD. During the 1990s, the
department welcomed the services of Dr. Lyn Scott as College theater manager,
English Depatment drama director, and instructor of performing arts. Doris Li-wen
Chang, Margarette O’Connor, and Cecelia Hsueh-chen Liu have also made
important recent contributions in theater direction for the department. The early
vision and energetic spirit of Sister Laetifera, nurtured by collaboration between
SVD and SSpS missionaries with their colleagues, continues in the department till
today.

When Father Venne developed his first curricula in the English Department in
the mid-1960s, he needed to design course offerings that would meet an unusually
wide spectrum of needs. In the opening years of the 21 century, the people of
Taiwan consider English language to be an important and even vital language.
Young people regularly flock to “cram schools” of various quality, which are called
“puhsipans,” to sharpen their English ability. For better or worse, cable television
and Hollywood movies have made English popular or, as our young friends say,
“hot.”

Back in 1964 and extending into the late 70s however, English in Taiwan was a
very different story. For many in Taiwan at that time, mastery of English seemed an
all but impossible dream. American military personnel dotted the residential and
business neighborhoods of Taipei, and English language was associated in the public
mind with a culture far distant from the shores of Taiwan. Two small daily English
newspapers struggled to survive as they served the needs of the expatriate English
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speaking community, and when the American military left in the late 70s, media and
government leaders speculated openly that Taiwan might lose its one and only native
English speaking radio station. In time, after the departure of the American military
in 1979, station ICRT (International Community Radio in Taiwan) came into being.
In 2003, Taiwan enjoys the benefits of healthy competition between three daily
English newspapers, each with reported readerships of approximately 100,000.

In the opening years of the English Department, no need was more urgent for
Father Venne than that of teachers of basic courses in English language and
introductions to various segments of English and American literature. Father Venne
saw any courses that kept students looking at English words and using them as
useful. Early offerings in English pronunciation, travel English, business English,
speech and debate, and introduction to English linguistics were common. Of course,
offerings in English conversation and composition and English and American
literature were plentiful.

For these basic courses, SSpS Sister Anna Marie and Sister Ellen offered
valuable service. Their cheerful personalities and American accents seemed like gifts
from heaven for department students especially thirsty for so called American
accented pronunciation. Sister Ellen taught at Fu Jen for ten years. Father Arnold
Sprenger SVD, chair of the German Department, also worked double time as a part
time professor in the English Department. His interest and research work in
linguistics and the teaching of foreign languages were valued areas of expertise.

In the founding years of the department, Father Joseph Stier SVD joined these
Sisters on the faculty. As a young priest, Father Stier had served in mainland China
and had spent time in a labor camp under the control of Japanese soldiers. In the
mid-1970s, his northern Kentucky drawl both fascinated and confused students in an
array of conversation and composition courses. Several of his students living in
Taipei still treasure recollections of his enthusiastic rehearsals for the popular play,
You Can't Take It With You, which the English Department staged in 1978. Father
Stier passed away of heart disease one year later.

Another key player in the early years of the English department was a
dedicated and colorful young SVD Brother from Philadelphia named Brother
Norbert Hogan. Brother Norbert later took on his birth name and became known to
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thousands of Fu Jen students as “Brother Pat.”

Brother Pat Hogan served at Fu Jen for more years than any American SVD,
Brother or priest. He began in the mid-1960s as an assistant and then administrator
of the Finance Office, and went on to teach language courses in the department
before returning to the United States for M.A. work in linguistics at Georgetown
University in the early 1970s. He returned to Taiwan ten years later and taught for
another sixteen years in the Linguistics M.A. and General English programs, while
at the same time guiding the Language Center as its Director. (The Language Center
offers courses in Mandarin Chinese and Taiwanese languages to foreigners from all
over the world.) Brother Pat was widely known for founding the Ecology Club (a
first on Taiwan’s university campuses), in which several English department
students were active. He also sponsored study trips abroad for Fu Jen students.
Though no longer a member of the department faculty in the 1980s, Brother Pat was
still respected for the publication of a set of English language tape recordings, which
matched a textbook he had earlier written on English used in police and legal work.

Father Ray Lennon of the United States was another SVD who taught in the
department in the late 60s. He served as well as a golden-voiced recorder in the
College language laboratory.

As he sketched course plans and recruited faculty in the founding years of the
English Department, Father Venne had to meet basic interests among his students for
fundamental conversation and writing classes. After the opening years rolled by,
however, he became increasingly concerned about students with obvious intellectual
promise who hoped to go on for doctoral work abroad and return to teach in the
Taiwan educational system. These were students keenly interested in English,
American, and various areas of comparative literature. Some of these department
students hoped to enter other disciplines related to the study of literature, such as art,
cultural history, and mass communications. The founding father of the English
Department wanted to prepare these young people for careers that demanded a wide
background of intellectual understanding.

In the early 1970s, to meet the demand for courses in the history of art,
mythology, the Bible as Literature, as well as more comprehensive surveys in
masterpieces of English and American literature, Father Venne increased the number
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of courses in the department that dealt with the humanities. Sister Heliena Krenn
SSpS and Father Edward Vargo SVD were among the professors who made this
development possible. A number of foreign faculty were also valuable contributors
to these efforts, including Donna Schaefer, Father Sheridan and Father Pierre
Demers, S.J. Father Demers went on to serve as department chair and founder of the
master’s program in the late 1970s and early 80s.

Years of Steady Growth: 1976 — 1990

Father Edward P. Vargo SVD came to Fu Jen University in 1974 with a strong
background in American and English literature and an impressive list of dramatic
and multimedia productions from his earlier work in the United States. His years in
the 1960s and early 70s at Divine Word Seminary in Techny, Illinois and Divine
Word College, Epworth, lowa, seemed perfect preparation for a long and rich career
in the English Department at Fu Jen. When he moved to Assumption University in
Bangkok, Thailand twenty years later, Father Vargo left behind him a legacy of
which he and the Divine Word Missionaries could be justly proud.

With a Ph.D. in English Literature from the University of Chicago, Father
Vargo slipped quickly into the undergraduate curriculum as an associate professor of
Greek and Roman Literature, Film Arts, Performing Arts, and a variety of courses in
English and American Literature. In his later years he also taught Science Fiction
and Film. His graduate institute courses in the department included seminars on
John Updike, the subject of his Ph.D. dissertation, and William Faulkner and other
major writers.

Father Vargo’s experience and interest in theater were deep. At Divine Word
Seminary in Techny, Illinois and later at Divine Word College, Epworth, lowa, in
addition to musical — media productions, he had directed six dramatic performances,
including T. S. Eliot’s Murder in the Cathedral, Paddy Chayefsky’s Gideon, and
Shakespeare’s Coriolanus. Sister Laetifera’s earlier groundwork in English
Department drama had sown seeds that Father Vargo would later bring to fruition in
student dramas such as Moliere’s The Would-Be Gentleman and Euripides’s The
Trojan Women.

Many at Fu Jen still remember Father Vargo’s contributions not only to the
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English Department, but in the College of Foreign Languages and Literature at large,
where he served as dean from 1984-1990. He was instrumental in beginning a series
of College conferences on Religion and Literature, and in founding the Graduate
Institute of Translation and Interpretation.

Years of the New Taiwan: 1990 — 2003

Father Vargo was an important mentor for a young SVD priest who first joined
Fu Jen’s English Department as an instructor in the late 1970s. Father Daniel J.
Bauer had met him while a student in the Philosophy Department at Divine Word
College in Epworth, lowa. The then-seminarian even appeared in a minor role in the
earlier mentioned drama, Gideon. Father Bauer was a department colleague of both
Father Vargo and Father Stier from 1977 to 1980.

Father Bauer returned to the United States in 1980 for doctoral studies in
comparative literature at the University of Wisconsin in Madison, and re-joined the
department faculty in the fall of 1988. His Ph.D. dissertation was a comparative
study of satirical portraiture in Wu Ching Tze’s famous Chinese classic, Ju-lin
Wai-shih and Henry Fielding’s Tom Jones. He continues to teach a variety of courses
useful for students in the undergraduate and master’s program in the department. In
recent years Father Bauer has been active in local Chinese-English and journalistic
circles. His weekly Sunday column in the English newspaper the China Post views a
issues related to society, politics, culture and education.

Father James Liebner SVD was an active and popular department colleague in
the late 1990s. He served at Fu Jen for four years as instructor of American literature
and English conversation and composition, and was noted for his skills as a
professional photographer. Department students with a love for costumes and a
festive American style Halloween party have this missionary to thank for the annual
Students Association Halloween party, which Liebner helped to institute as an off
shoot of his American literature course. (In the inaugural Halloween party, Father
Liebner dressed up as Huck Finn from the classic novel by Mark Twain.) He
continues to teach today in his SVD ministry in mainland China.

Both the society and educational system that SVD and SSpS missionaries knew
in the founding years of the English Department changed radically by the time the
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late 1980s arrived. Martial law was lifted in 1987, freedom of the press gave birth to
a veritable cultural explosion, and democracy arrived with at times tumultuous
results for the island. Taiwan’s economy also saw rapid development in the 1980s,
even as its society struggled to preserve traditional values of respect for elders,
devotion to family and children, and excellence in educational standards.

Life in the English Department changed with the times from the late 80s
throughout the whole of the 1990s. Religious missionaries who had been valued
partners with the SVDs and SSpS in the department became fewer in number, and
gifted lay colleagues moved into positions of leadership and administration both on
the Fu Jen campus and in other local universities. Several lay missionaries and
members of secular religious institutes, as for example Belen Sy, became beloved
faculty members. Former students of Sister Heliena, Brother Pat, and Fathers Venne,
Stier, Vargo and Bauer returned to Taiwan with doctorates or master’s degrees in
literature or linguistics, and joined the English Department as bright young
professors.

The mid-1990s saw the entire College of Foreign Languages and Literature
hurrying to adapt to a spate of experiments and revolutionary new policies
announced by the Ministry of Education. Administration procedures became more
complex as decentralization occurred, and more power was given to individual
faculty members in hiring and course planning decisions. Suddenly high school
seniors all over Taiwan found it possible to enter universities not only by means of
the traditional two day written examination, but by an exciting array of channels
called by attractive names such as “Recommended Student,” and “Direct Entry.”
Among the SSpS and SVDs, these developments affected Sister Heliena and Father
Bauer, the most. Both were called upon to work more closely than ever with
colleagues on faculty committees for these new admission procedures.

In the year 2003 only one SSpS and one SVD, Sister Agatha and Father Bauer,
taught in the English Department at Fu Jen. They continued to serve with pride and
enthusiasm, however, grateful for their many brothers and sisters who came before
them, or who served beside them as colleagues in recent years. Although Taiwan has
seen incredible changes in its society and political structure since the SVD — SSpS
story began in the English Department at Fu Jen thirty-nine years ago, the day to day
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duties, except for high profile administrative posts, have not changed so very much.
We continue to prepare our classes, to teach, to do translation, writing, and research,
to participate on various committees, and to counsel.

Our SVD — SSpS mission at Fu Jen Catholic University in Taipei, Taiwan has
always been a call to service and collaboration. We continue to do all we can to lend
a helping hand for our students and colleagues in these, the early days of the 21%
century. It is our privilege to accompany our friends who share our love for young
people, learning, and education on the campus of Fu Jen.
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Graduated from University of Minnesota

Honors : Albert Howard Fellowship Phi Beta Kappa
Born on March 13, 1931

Passed away on December 27, 2001.

Taught in the English Department from 1972 to 1995.
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1974 Trifles / by Glaspell
The still Alarm / by Kaufman
1975 Suppressed Desires / by Glaspell
The More the Merrier
1976 You re a Good Man, Charlie Brown / by Clark Gesner
A. Midsummer Nights Dream / by Shakespeare (co-directed with Cameron)
1977 Man of La Mancha / by Wasserman
1978 My Fair Lady / by Lerner & Loewe
Four one-act plays: The More the Merrier, The Will, The Still Alarm and
Overtones
1981 Camelot / by Lerner & Loewe
1982 The Mikado / by Gilbert & Sullivan
1984 The Pirates of Penzance / by Gilbert & Sullivan
The Mousetrap / by Agatha Christie
1985 Fiddler on the Roof / by Joseph Stein & Jerry Bock
Blithe Spirit / by Noel Coward
The More the Merrier
1986 The Potting Shed / by Graham Greene
1987 The Medium & The Telephone/ by Gian Carlo Menotti
1988 The Pirates of Pezance / by Gilbert & Sullivan
1989 The Beggar § Opera / by John Gay
1990 lolanthe / by Gilbert & Sullivan
1991 Black Comedy / by Peter Shaffer
1992 H.M.S. Pinafore or The Lass that Loved a Sailor / by Gilbert & Sullivan
1993 Dark of the Moon / by Richarson & Berney
1994 Go Back for Murder / by Agatha Christie
1995 The Good Doctor / by Neil Simon
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The German Department at Fu Jen University : A Wellspring of Service and
Learning
The German Department at Fu Jen University :
A Wellspring of Service and Learning
oAk RBEF Y 2 A

Sr. Agathe Bramkamp, SSpS
it B+

Education - a Search for Meaning in Life

The basic concerns of education — “to search for meaning in life” and “to make the
search a life-long fruitful development of one’s talents and gifts in the service of
others” — can summarize the ardent endeavor of the founding years of the
Department of German. All the efforts put in subsequently for survival, expansion
and quality education beyond the beginning years and every step on the way during
the past 40 years took its clue from this basic philosophy. One can truly say that
these principles were upheld as the raison d’etre in the sometimes hard struggle for
fair consideration within the academic institution. A basic educational insight
instilled from the beginning, still holds true today: that constant care for and
interaction with students and teachers and the challenge to unlock the best in them is
an essential element of our vision as educators in a catholic institution. No doubt, the
situation in the field of higher education has greatly changed in Taiwan, but these
values are still essential. As we look at our relatively short history we realize that an
honest educational response to the quick leaps of change in society has been our
challenge from the beginning and was at the same time the source of growth and
maturing.
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Re — founding the University

The Department of German was among the first departments established in 1963 at
the re-founding of Fu Jen University. As soon as the planning for the university
began, the leadership of the SVD began to recruit from the members of the Society
young people for the university. They appointed them for studies in various fields in
preparation for the many tasks ahead. Arnold Sprenger, SVD, who received such an
appointment from the then Superior General of the Society of the Divine Word, Fr.
Schiitte, writes: “Originally, it seems, there were plants to commission the
Franciscan Order with the establishment of the departments of the Foreign
Languages. When they declined, Fr. Schiitte committed the Society of the Divine
Word to take up this challenge. In a short time a teaching staff for the future English,
German, French, and Spanish departments had to be assembled or trained. In this
connection | received my mandate for studies in German and Linguistics from Fr.
Schiitte personally.” A similar situation faced the leadership of the SSpS who had
agreed to collaborate again with the SVD as they had done in the first Fu Jen
University in Peking. Sr. Fieldis Gobbel and Sr. Agathe Bramkamp, both later on
long time teachers in the College of Foreign Languages and especially in the
department of German, knew about their future assignment in 1962 and in 1964
respectively.

Why a department of German? What contributions could it make to the new
institution, its student population, and society at large? There was no other such
department in Taiwan at the time. The rapid development of the country through its
lively trade activities brought about her opening to the rest of the world. The
increasing need for communication and exchange of ideas as well as experience in
cultural and educational matters, seemed to call for the establishment of a formal
program in the academic setting which would address this need. From the beginning
the idea was alive that a culture comes into its own by reflecting on itself in the light
of other cultures. This was seen as particularly relevant for Taiwan as it tried to
become a player on the world stage and rapidly established connections with many
countries and many economies. The need for openness toward the world and the
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need for learning to understand other cultures other ways of thanking as a road to
one’s own rich heritage and as a way to share it with others, this was an openly
promulgated stance in the department of German when there was no general talking
about multi-cultural settings or globalization yet.

The establishment of a department of German was, however, not without history as
far as Fu Jen University was concerned. During its time in Peking the university has
developed a department of Scientific German, established in 1942, which in 1948
had become a division in the department of Foreign languages and Literatures. This
department of Scientific German had had its beginnings in German courses for
business people. An entry in the university’s chronicle of 1938 states that 349
students of German enrolled in the various classes taught in the university and the
high schools. A note of success is found in the Fu Jen Magazine of 1938, reporting
on a “German Contest in Peking (organized by the Sino-German Association). Four
Fu Jen students who took classes under the sinologist Dr. Gustav Ecke, professor of
German and German Literature, gained 4 of the 5 prizes.” The students were from
different departments.

The new beginning of a German program in Fu Jen,
Hinchuang, was part of the Foreign Language “group”
together with English and a year later (1964 ) with French
and Spanish, that 1972 was to become the first College of
Foreign Languages in Taiwan. In 1967 when the English
and German sections gained the status of full -fledged
undergraduate departments. The German department
came to be known under the name: Department of

Fr. Franz Giet. SVD. first German Language and Literature.
chairperson

.....

Since the incoming students would have no previous knowledge in the German
language at all, unlike the students in the English department who could start their
undergraduate studies with a basic knowledge of English, the most pressing task was
to find enough qualified teachers for the task of starting from scratch and rapidly
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building up a College curriculum.
The First Years

At the beginning of this new venture were
some remarkable people who set the stage.
The first chairperson was Professor Dr. Franz
A cheque presented to the chair, Prof. Hu, Giet, SVD. He had done extensive research in
K”:Tp,tj 'V‘]” wom the the phonology of the Chinese language and its
various dialects during his years in China. He
had earned his degree in Phonetics at the university of Bonn, had worked at Nanzan
University in Japan and brought — unique for Taiwan — expertise and experience in
language teaching and language-lab technology to Fu Jen. A few months later, Fr. Ai
Wen, SVD (X = > 1925-1983) arrived for the first semester. These two, Dr. Giet as
chairperson and Fr. Ai Wen as trained teacher of German and all -round helper
accomplished the pioneering feat of getting the department going, enlisting the help
of various teachers available in Taipei at the time. It was a humble beginning with
even essentials not being readily available, as Fr. Sprenger writes in his reflection on
the 50™ anniversary of Fu Jen and the 16™ of the department in 1978. There was no
experience with the Taiwanese educational system, there were no suitable textbooks
available, there were few if any supporting teaching materials, no library to speak of,
no contacts with Germany available to the students, and there were many other
shortcomings, which made the beginning a difficult task. It can safely be said that
the pioneers made great personal efforts and enthusiastically used all imaginable
venues to gather materials and even write it or record it themselves. At the very
beginning, for instance, were the personal contacts they established with visits to the
DFG (the German equivalent of the NSC), the Goethe Institute and its
teaching supply institution Internationes, with the Europe Institute and the Spinger
Verlag. Since then the German department could annually submit lists with
requested books, tapes and videos, free subscription to journals and newspapers for
years. These gifts for the general library and the audio-visual section have greatly
contributed to the steady development and enlargement of the teaching facilities. Fr.
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Sprenger states that even in the early years some good results were achieved.
Already from the first graduating class in 1967 several student went for further
studies to Germany; in the early serenties our own graduates started to teach at Fu
Jen as well as at other departments of German. When 1969 the Graduate Institute of
Linguistics was established some of the first students came from the German
department. When three years later, in 1972, Hsu Chun-Fang, a former student of the
German department, received his MA degree in Linguistics, it was proudly recorded
in the department journal Die Briicke. Over the years a rather stable and dedicated
teaching staff ensured steady progress.

From the beginning, too, a welcoming spirit for various visitors was present. In 1967
for instance, the department hosted the well-known author Stefan Andres to read
from his works. 1970 the playwright Inge Langer visited, and many guests of the
German Cultural Center in Taipei also paid a visit to the German department for an
encounter with faculty and students. Many visitors took interest in making Fu Jen
University known abroad and, were delighted in finding it mentioned in German
publications.

The Student Population

The students coming into the German department had not named German as their
favored subject, but only at one possibility among many others. They were ranked
according to their test scores and thus gained their place and subject of studies
through the results of the joint entrance examination. Till the mid-seventies 40
places were allotted each year for the German department. Only three times within
the first eleven years was this number reached, once, in 1969, 43 freshmen entered.
While the number in most years was in high 30ies, in 1965 only 29 new students
came in. it was a common phenomenon for the foreign language departments, with
the exception of the English department, that students would repeat the joint
entrance examination in the hope for a “better” placement. In 1971 the first
graduates of German from Wen Tzao Junior College of Foreign Languages in
Kaoshiung came into the second year at Fu Jen. When one of their former teaches,

137



Fr. Meyer, came to visit his students at Fu Jen he could see for himself that they
were doing very well, as the student magazine reports. The students from Wen Tzao
did not only fill up the empty places, but enlarged the classes sometimes by 6-8
students a year. When the original allotment of students was gradually increased to
60, then even to 70, and in addition a certain number of overseas Chinese were
accepted, the number of incoming students swelled to 70 and more. Starting in fall
2003, however, the officially allotted number is again reduced to 60 students plus a
few overseas Chinese. Currently there are more than 300students in the German
department.

In order to attract and invite students in the early years to make the German
department their first choice in the selection of universities and departments at the
time of the joint entrance examination, a benefactor was found who donated small
scholarship of NT 1500 for all freshmen who had put Fu Jen German department as
their first choice. The stipend was announced for the school year of 1974. The
number of recipients was not limited and the donor promised to increase the stipend
as soon as it was possible for him. No records are available at this time as to how
many students actually received this stipend.

The student population, like in most language departments, is to a great extent
female. The ratio of women to men has always hovered between 85-90% and 15-10
9% respectively. Notable exceptions were the first few years when more men entered.
Low motivation for studying German, traditionally perceived as a difficult language,
has been a problem from the beginning. Fr. Sprenger took on this major hindrance
for the learning of German on various fronts: battling the myth of special difficulty,
battling an unproductive study and classroom culture, and opening new vistas of
learning and expansion of mind and heart.
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The Teachers

Fr. P. Venne, Mrs.Lee and Fr. J. Meiners, Fr. Ai Wen, Sr. Teresa Bauves with a
husband, Fr. Al Wen young friend

In the following account the development and growth of the department will be
reflected in the special contributions of some members of the faculty and the
common effort toward achieving a distinctive direction and character. Fr. Giet’s
expertise and interest in phonetics bore direct fruit in various ways. The most
obvious and innovative was the big language laboratory with 180 cabins in four
separate rooms. He trained and supervised the teaching personnel and provided in
connection with the language laboratory a rich and well-organized library of
audiovisual teaching materials with easy access for all teachers. The liberal use of
visual materials in language classes, for instance, was part of the teaching method
that involved all the senses in the process of learning and was helpful in stimulating
the imagination, providing easier and quicker access to information and content of
thought. Fr. Giet’s books dealing with pronunciation of German and its special
difficulties for Chinese students are painstakingly executed teaching tools that
eventually were also used in other departments of German in the island. A third
contribution, the staging of plays performed entirely in German, begun already in
1965, has become an important feature in the department and has set the stage for
other departments to follow. For Fr. Giet working with students for a play was an all
absorbing, arduous and joyful experience. He relished the success of each one of the
performers and unlocked in many of them a sense of self that made a great
difference in their subsequent attitudes. His very demanding discipline in preparing
the plays was coupled with patience and unwavering faith in the ability of his
students. He was convinced of the benefit they would gain from it. In fact, many
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former students remember their participation in a play as the high point in their
college career.

Fr. Arnold Sprenger, SVD, entered the German Department in 1965. He came with a
M.A. in German Literature, a Ph. D. in Linguistics and a certificate for methodology
of teaching foreign languages. In 1967 he became the chairperson of the department
after Fr. Giet. Fr. Sprenger’s work was guided by a vision for the department as a

place of great possibilities and therefore great
responsibilities in the service of the students and of the
country. His concern with the holistic development of
the young people, their growth as thoughtful
personalities and potential leaders in their society
made him search for ways to get the best possible out
of their foreign language studies. This concern did not
stop with students of German. He saw the whole field
of foreign language studies as an underdeveloped and
underestimated field of study in Taiwan. He became instrumental and very
influential in a big curriculum reform for foreign language teaching and learning in
Taiwan. His philosophy of teaching and learning found very practical expression in
the development of new methods of teaching. In order to gain any ground in this
aspect, teachers were needed to be trained. A number of native German missionaries,
SVD confreres and SSpS sisters, together with some Chinese teachers who had
studied in German, took part in this early development. Fr. Ai Wen had studied the
language in German, at Fu Jen he taught German, German culture and translation.
He served with great dedication from 1964-1983. Fr. Wilhelm Miiller helped from
1965-1969 with German courses and specialized in comparative studies in language
and literature; Fr. Dieter Klementa was head of science and foreign language library,
(1968-1971), but also taught German. Fr. Josef Meiners taught philosophy of life in
the German department from 1965-1979 and endeared himself greatly to the
workers in the College of Foreign Language. They kept his picture on the wall of
their lounge and referred to his kindness and concern for them from time to time. Sr.

Teresa Baues, SSpS, was administrator of the women’s residence and a part time
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teacher of German for many years, (1968-1985), especially contributing her
experience in religious and biblical question. Ms Helene Reichl, ECC, and two
clergy men who had returned from their studies in Germany, need to be mentioned
here: Rev. Joseph Ti Kang, later Archbishop of Taipei, Chancellor and then Chair of
the Board of Trustees of the Fu Jen University and Rev. Augustin Liu, OSF, now
pastor in Taipei. Both taught German language courses. Sr, Fidelis Gabbel, SSpS,
joined the French department in 1972 and in 1976 started to teach also on a
part-time schedule in the German department. In a few years, 1983, she was to
become the third chair of the deparment. In spring 1985 Sr. Agathe Bramkamp,
SSpS, joined the faculty of the German department. She had earned a Ph.D. in
German literature and comparative literature after serving in the English department.
Sr. Leonora Sudhoff, SSpS, administrator of the women’s residence, helped witj
second year writing and conversation classes from 1988 till 1995.

For all of them teaching German was an engaging work, never being limited to the
classroom duties. It gave them many opportunities to get to know students, their
dreams and their difficulties. The extra curricular activities, plays and trips — the
Graduation trip, started in 1969, in particular — brought students and teachers
together in friendly encounters. Often the concern included the parents.

The Program and its Reform

The program of teaching foreign language, in our case German, as set up in 1963,
followed the rather fixed regulations of the Ministry of Education. It prescribed
about 30 hours per week of common College courses with only 6 allotted to the new
language. The arrangement of the second year with 18-20 hours of advanced
German compounded the problem to the effort that it was impossible for many
students to reach the proposed goal of their studies. Under the tireless leadership of
Fr. Sprenger and his wholehearted dedication to the cause of better and more
meaningful education for his young and promising students, the Ministry of
Education finally, in 1970, gave permission to Fu Jen University to carry out
sweeping changes in the language departments. The new curriculum devised for the
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German department and its success in the first year 1970/71 was so convincing, Fr.
Sprenger writes, that all language departments at Fu Jen followed its example. In
1972 the Ministry of Education ordered a restructuring not only of the language
curricula, but also of all college curricula in the country. The new curriculum of the
German department aimed at giving first of all a good foundation of the new
language with 20-25 hours of classroom work per week. General courses were
deferred to the second year. Another feature of the new program was the stress on
proficiency in “English as an essential part of the training of any student majoring in
modern language.” 20 credits of English were built into the program and a minor in
any other field could be acquired. The introduction of a minor field of studies was a
major accompolishment, in fact, the German department of Fu Jen was the first
college department in Taiwan with an officially approved minor subject as part of
the curriculum. It was regrettable, however, that the Ministry of Education did not
agree to make the chosen minor subject a prescribed part of the curriculum. Thus
most students never approached it as an important and even necessary part of their
education and preparation for future jobs.

A strong impetus that actually made waves in the whole foreign language scene in
Taiwan came from the innovative teaching methods advocated, tried and vigorously
practiced in the German department. Already in 1968 the experiment of students
teaching students, upper classmates tutoring first year students, was initiated. At the
same time teachers were trained to use group-teaching methods in classes of 40, 50
and more students. Fr. Sprenger’ s pedagogical acumen saw the potential in group
work and group dynamics for language acquisition on the one hand, but on the other
hand together with the linguistic dimensions he stressed the social and psychological
benefits this process held for the personal development of students. The students’
ability to reflect on their own learning process, their willingness to help one another,
and to share what they had learned on the other hand, and the teachers readiness to
cope with extra work and engagement on the other, made the experiment a success
with model character for other departments. The greatest satisfaction, however, lay
in the fact, that a community spirit was being created where cooperation and service
were beneficial for all participants.
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Visitors from Nanzan University, Japan, report on their visit to Fu Jen in March
1975 that they encountered lively students, not afraid to speak with the visitors in
German, and describing their teaching and learning methods with personal pride.

In 1973-74 Fr. Sprenger was invited by the Provincial Government to conduct
seminars on teaching English for high school English teachers. Sr. Agathe
Bramkamp, SSpS, being a full time lecturer in the English department and holding a
M.A in Applied Linguistics and teaching ESL, helped in several of these seminars in
the southern part of Taiwan.

Teaching methods however well devised and applied
are not an end in itself, but to be seen as a teaching
aid. The crucial point lies in the teacher and his/her
attitude toward the students. Fr. Sprenger writes: “A
teacher deeply concern about the formation of his
students will know by experience that his interest in
the growth of the students, that his being engaged
fully in the daily exchange, the give-and-take with
his students, will by far overshadow any of the

English teachers in Chiayi, 1974

so-called teaching methods. ”

As a missionary concerned with people, as a teacher of teachers and many students,

Fr. Sprenger set an example in the department and beyond, that has inspired many
and is being remembered till today in simple words like these: We had a very close
relationship to our teachers; a familiar relationship; they were always there; their
doors were always open to us; we often played football together etc. A student’s
reflection on the four years of studies in the German department sums up the
experience for the graduating fellow students: “I hope that everyone will be very
courageous in carrying on in the spirit of our department — if they think there is
one — to be of influence in our society, our country and even with our children.” This
foundation of caring, loving, challenging, and serving relationship of teachers to

143



students has carried the department a long way. Although students and their needs
have changed a great deal over the past 30 years, attention and love still open hearts
and minds.

Chairpersons of the Department
Franz Giet, SVD 1964-1967

Arnold Sprenger, SVD 1967-1983
Fidelis Gobbel, SSPS 1983-1989

Jahr, Dai-shan 1989-1996

Hu, Kung Tze 1996-1999
Fidelis Gobbel, SSPS 1999-2002.01
Wang, Mei-ling 2002.02-2002.07
Chang, San-lii 2002.08 — present
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Members of the faculty and their helpful secretary, 2004
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The Graduate School of German Language and Literature

When in 1974 the Graduate School of German Language and Literature was
established, it was clearly a step forward in the development of the College of
Foreign Language, but it was first of all conceived as a move toward depth in the
study of German. Since there was no similar institution in Taiwan that could have
served as model for the new venture, the first of its kind was created. The planning
built around due consideration of educational situation in Taiwan and its future
needs. The need addressed was first of all the lack of qualified teachers for the still
developing department of German as well as other departments that were offering
German courses for business, industry, and tourism. Raising the standard of teaching
German and a strong push for research on methods of teaching German as well as
teaching foreign languages in general in Taiwan, was combined with the concern for
training students in advanced writing, translation and literature. The list of possible
teachers for the proposed institute was quite extensive, since a number of degreed
native speakers were already at Fu Jen and the suggested course of study included
literature and linguistics, philosophy, including Chinese philosophy and philosophy
of science, for example, the SVD priests Frs. Albert Czech, Josef Meines, Matthias
Christian, and Heinz Hesselfeld could be recruited. An important support for this
graduate school came with the German exchange professors whose help grew
invaluable over the years. Not only would these teachers take care of various
literature courses, but also regularly guide a number of M.A theses, which up to
1997 were all written in German. The M.A program adjusted over the years,
especially the much discussed prospect of second language teaching in the high
schools dropped to a very low point on the agenda of the Ministry of Education. In
the 90s this topic again revived and in fact, foreign language teaching besides
English became a policy in many high schools. Limited as the scale of actual
implementation may be, it represents possibilities for our students to use their
language skills in future teaching jobs. This again called for an adjustment and a
broadening of the curriculum, thus making room for courses of teaching
methodology again. One important feature of the Graduate Institute of German has
remained the same over the years i.e. the important understanding that the degree
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must lead to a deeper understanding of the foreign language and culture and at the
same time bring about a greater awareness and appreciation of Chinese linguistic
and cultural characteristics. A comparative approach in linguistics, literature and
translation studies leads into this direction. To date about 150 graduates received
their M.A. from this Institute. Many of them went on for further studies mostly in
German and in the USA. A number of our former graduates from the Graduate
Institute are teachers now not only in the various German departments on the island,
but in other fields of learning as well. A number of them have gone on to
government service posts, making their career in foreign relations. Others are in
publishing and translating, in industry and business of many kinds, which often are
related to German firms or internationally operating companies.

Directors of the Graduate Institute of German Language and Literature

have been the following persons when this was a separate entity from the
department:

Dr. Arnold Sprenger, SVD (1974-1979 and 1981-1987)

Dr. Peter Venne, SVD (1979-1981)

Dr. Agathe Bramkamp, SSpS (1987-1993)

Dr. Mei-ling Wang (1993-1996)

Since 1996 the department chair is also director of the Graduate Institiue.

Special Features of the German Department

1. The European Connection

As it is a foreign language and culture that is to be taught, it stands to reason
that native speakers of German are part of the faculty. Early on, from 1970 to the
present, the department had an agreement with the DAAD (the German academic
exchange program) by which one German exchange teacher would be sent to Fu Jen.

The maximum length of stay in Taiwan would be five
years. Till now there have been 9 such teachers. Some
of them have remained in contact, have revisited and
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have nurtured friendships especially with their former students at Fu Jen. The
teachers who served the department in this capacity were the following:

Dr. Gunther Liebel (1970-1973)
Dr. Ulrich Siegrist (1973-1978)
Dr. Reinhard Wandel (1978-1981)
Dr. Thilo von Bremen (1981-1986)
Dr. Werner Wagner (1986-1990)
Dr. Ingrid Plank (1990-1995)
Burkhardt Allner, (1995-1998)
Ms Katja Pahn (1998-2001)
Dr. Andrea Keller (2001- )

Each of these teachers brings a special interest or expertise to the department,
some have had teaching experience in other foreign countries, all received special
training as DAAD teachers in teaching methodology for German in a foreign
country, all have the special mission to assist students in various ways of
communicating with German institutions, to counsel on the intricacies of German
universities, as well as to administer tests, give interviews and select potential
scholarship recipients. Since 1990 the DAAD teachers also took up the task of
directing the annual German play and guiding the students in establishing contacts
with German firms that would sponsor events in the department.

The change of teachers after a certain span of years gives the department the
chance to keep flexible and to update and improve in aspects the individual visiting
teacher has best developed. Beyond this arrangement other teachers have
contributed who came without the backing of a German governmental institute, but
were led by their personal interest in China and the Chinese people. Teachers like Dr.
Hans Siebenhandel, R iger von Sanden, Dr. Ursula Ritzenhoft , and many others,
Germans and Austrians, could be named as contributors to the diversity in the
department. A special mention is due at this point of our long time colleague Dr.
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Norbert Polzer from Austria who is with us since 1989. His field of teaching and
research, sociology, gives an additional dimension to the curriculum, especially for
the Graduate Institute.

The Goethe-Institute not only sends DAAD teachers, but also invites Chinese
teachers to Germany for refresher courses on methods of teaching German as a
foreign language. Practically all our Chinese teachers have the chance to receive
scholarships for these training courses in Germany; and this is not only a one time
chance, but can be made use of repeatedly.

2. Junior Year Abroad

In the early nineties German universities sent big delegations of their foreign
student officers and other administrative persons to Taiwan in order to recruit
students and seek out other possibilities for exchange and cooperation. One offer to
the German department was the arrangement for a group of its students to spend one
year of their college training in Germany. The German department under the
leadership of Dr. Hu, Kung-Tze worked out a program with the university of
Marburg. Since 1996 the German department sends 15-20 3rd year students for one
year to the university of Marburg. The personal benefits the students gain from the
challenge to actually encounter the foreign culture and the people, having to struggle
with the language and especially with the food, are remarkable. They learn to see
and appreciate things both at home and in the foreign culture from a different
perspective and it is hoped that stereotypical concepts will be recognized as such
and be corrected. The participating students can grow as persons in the
understanding of self and of their environment, and thus benefit for their educational
development far beyond the improvement of their language skills. The faculty is
very much aware that the linguistic gains of this year abroad are not the biggest
gains, but that a valuable personal and cultural education has taken place. This is
regarded as an important step in the preparation for a profession in modern society.
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3. Intercollegiate Activities

From the early years till today a tradition of friendly interaction with the other
German departments has been kept up. Students invite students for activities, plays,
contests, and performances. A visit by the students of Tam Kang College in 1972
was like a workshop with common classes, a lecture on German studies and a play
of soccer. The students comment on the event as an opportunity to establish and
deepen friendship.19 The teachers from Wen Tsau College brought their students
to perform their graduation play also in Fu Jen, and today, after years of interruption,
they want to revive this tradition for the simple reason that it is good to make friends,
to do things together, to stimulate and challenge each other in friendly competition.
The German department of Fu Jen invites the other departments regularly to its
plays; and the “Rhine Cup”tournament, started in 1975, is a real event of good
interaction of students and teachers. It brings all departments together in friendly
contests and enjoyment. This constitutes a real counteraction to the very competitive
society were the vying for rank and honor, money and advantage, and any kind of
success over others victimizes friendship and good will.

Very recently, May 2004, our department chair, Professor Chang , San-lii,
extended the possibility of exchange and visits to the Foreign Language University
in Peking. Our students went to see and to learn how their fellow Chinese are
studying German, but their visit was also meant as an ice breaker, as the extension of
a hand in friendship among young people. If the visits can continue, the students on
both sides of the straight might unlearn some prejudices and become ambassadors of
peace at least to one another.

Service to the Colleagues

What has been a good tradition on the student level had for many years no
venue for teachers. There was no academic exchange between the teachers of
German, and there were no common conferences for almost 30 years. In 1989 Sr.
Agathe Bramkamp started to work for the establishment of an association of all
teachers of German and German scholars in Taiwan. It took years to convince
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enough teachers of the usefulness and profitability such an association would have
for all. When finally in 1992 the association was registered, regular meetings and
conferences started to take place. Sr. Agathe as the first president personally
recruited most of the initial members, invited and encouraged the individual teachers
of the various departments personally to contribute their papers to the conferences.
Now the various German departments take turns in hosting the conferences. The
meetings are academically stimulating and at the same time appreciated
opportunities to weave a net of relationships for mutual support and exchange. The
publication of the conference proceedings became the first regular publication of
scholarly work in German studies and German language teaching in Taiwan. Sr.
Agathe insisted early on that the association apply for membership in the
international association IDV in order to be able to participate in the ongoing
exchange of ideas in an international context. Since 1993 the Taiwan association is a
member of IDV and regular exchange with the teachers and scholars of German
from Japan and South Korea and other Asian countries has been of great benefit to
all participating members.

The Graduates

The alumni of our department are
loosely connected in the alumni associ-ation.
Very recently a new effort was made to
revitalize the association and strengthen its
connection to the university. The first 15 or
20 graduating classes have kept more or less
in contact with their classmates, have come
together at intervals and kept in touch with
teachers. The association for all graduates of the department was dormant for years.
One event brought many alumni to Fu Jen or made them establish contact in other
ways: the celebration of Fr. Giet’s 85th birthday in1987. Upon the initiative of Sr.
Fidelis as chairperson at the time many alumni contributed to the establishment of a
scholarship fund in Fr. Giet’s honor. This fund “Fr. Giet scholarship

Happy gathering with a class of alumni
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foundation”sheds every year money designated for scholarships for needy and
accomplished students in the German department. Over the years alumni have
contributed money to the fund as well as to the running expenses of the department.
Their generosity is always greatly appreciated. Another cherished tradition consists
in the visits of our outstanding graduates with the students in the department. The
example of their life’s stories and their accomplishments after graduating from the
German department gives encouragement and helpful pointers for the younger
generation. The teachers joyfully acknowledge the success of former students and
relish the assurances that the college years were a most precious experience,
enriched by fellow students and easily approachable and available teachers.

The Religious Dimension

All SVD and SSpS who have served in the College of Foreign Languages as
well as in other departments have come as missionaries to Taiwan and consider their
teaching assignments and any other service they have rendered a contribution to the
building up of the body of Christ. Their basic message is the Good News: The News
of God’s Love for all humankind. As missionaries they are moved to share their faith
in this Love. As sons and daughters of their spiritual parents St. Arnold Janssen and
Blessed Maria Stollenwerk who taught them that the greatest charity is to proclaim
the Good News, they strive to live out of this conviction. Sharing God’s love
naturally occurs in being loving persons, willing to give and capable of giving love
and care. Being concerned with the holistic development of their students and the
members of the faculty is being concerned with bringing God’s gifts to fruition. It
constitutes an important part of their mission; it is an active participation in the
Church’s mission, and it is also their particular und direct participation in the
mission of Fu Jen University. How can the concepts of Truth, Goodness, Beauty, and
Holiness become workable and real in teaching, counseling, administering, i.e. in
every day activities? This is a question every conscientious member of the Fu Jen
community has to consider, and much more so every missionary working in Fu Jen.

Let us take the example of teaching literature! Not only is literature dealing
with questions of life, love, community and individual, with values, goals and
meaning, it is also always a reflection of and a participation in a whole culture.
Teaching literature is therefore for Sr. Agathe a God-given opportunity to teach
about human growth and personal development. The students?evolving ability to
read with critical appreciation of ideas and ways of thinking, feeling and acting
invites them also to look at self, at their own understanding of culture and their
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participation in it. Literature does not shy away from questions about God and
ultimate meaning of life, but challenges the student into personal reflection and
evaluation. Literature and language studies together with philosophy are actually
fields of learning that are traditionally necessary to develop the spirit of a university,
developing its cultural awareness as well as its openness for and capability of dialog.

Sr. Agathe’s special attention in teaching and research is focused on women in
literature, in culture generally, and by implication in society. Since most of her
students are young women, many of the topics treated in class directly address the
students, too. Moreover, questions of literature, treated like questions of life, cannot
but touch on truth, goodness, beauty, and holiness or wholeness.

Sr. Fidelis’has developed courses in Bible studies over the past 20 years
that have a rich and distinct comparative flavor. The biblical stories and their
reflection in Western literature and culture on the one hand and the biblical stories in
relationship to many comparable stories in Chinese literature and other cultural
expressions on the other hand, have become a topic of fascination for many students
every year, and for some Sr. Fidelis?bible courses bring about a new understanding
of God’s presence in the world or even a deep experience of faith in God. The very
creative study reports of her students and their personal involvement in writing them
are a good indicator of the Good News given and received.

Sr. Fidelis?other specially developed course, dealing with the modern literary

form of radio plays in German, is not only a very interactive course where students
produce their own message-packed plays, but it is treating a genre fond of
particularly challenging questions of life and death, love and hate, courage and
failure.
Teaching language and literature is not only one of the oldest university subjects of
learning, but it is also a subject that requires personal engagement in the
development of the mind and heart of young people and holds real promise of
spiritual growth.

Conclusion

The German Department at Fu Jen has had a history of a close-knit relationship
between students and teachers, a relationship carefully maintained by easy access to
teachers, by their availability and the creation of an atmosphere of trust and kindness.
The personality of each teacher and the teachers dealing with each other will
influence the student and his/her education in social, moral and spiritual aspects. It is
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the development of these aspects in the students that are of real importance. The
values by which the person lives will make for his/her ultimate success in life. If we
as department want to continue to train valuable people for life in society, we also
must be concerned about the message we give by our words and actions inside and
outside the classroom.
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%3 i 4
1 | Courrier International / All except US, Canada & Switzerland
2 | Journal des enfants / For institutions /
3 |LeMonde
4 |Les Clés de l'actualité
5 |Les Echos
6 | Taipei Aujourdhui
7 | Taiwan A ujourd'hui
ek
3 Tl p A
1 5 ;:i;ique / Révué generale despublications francaises et étrangéres
2 Ellc.e - French ED / Except US, Canada Quebec, / Belgium,
Switzerland
3 Etudes de linguistique appliquée / All except North America /
Surface mail
4 | FDM Fréquence Plus - Audio CD
5 | Francophonies du Sud
6 |GEO /France /All Except US, Canada / Quebec / Surface Mail
7 | Information Grammaticale
8 | Jebouquine / All Except Canada, Belgium, Spain & Switzerland
9 | L"avant scéne theater
10 | L"école de letters - premiercycle / All Except Belgium
11 | L histoire / All Except Belgium / Surface Mail
12 | Langages
13 | Le frangais dans le monde
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14

L e frangais dans le monde - Référence Package

15

L e francais dans le monde - Recherches et Applications

16

L e frangais moderne

17

Le journal de la maison

18

L e monde et |"éducation / for Europe / for Merly / Le monde et
|" étucation de la culture et de la formation

19

L e monde diplématique / France / for Europe except Belgium

L e nouvel economiste

21

L’Expansion

22

Les Clés de |"actualité / All except US & Canada

23

L e monde séléction hebdomadaire / edition intermational / All
Excus & Canada

24

L es temps modernes

25

Lire / Surface mail

26

L ittérature

27

Magazine littéraire / Surface Mail

28

Nouvel Observateur

29

Paris match / France / for the Netherlands / Surface Mail

30

Phosphore / All exceptBelgium, Canada, Switzerland & Eastern US
/ Formerly / Record

31

Poétique / Surface mail

32

Positif / All exc US & Canada / Surface Mail

33

Pratiques / Metz France

Premiére / France / All except US CANADA

35

Revuede I'art / All Except Former Soviet Union

36

R evue du marche commun et del union européenne

37

Revue historique / All except Switzerland & Former Soviet Union
/ Surface Mail

38

Séléctions du readers digest - Paris French ED / All except New
Zealand / Split From / Readers
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“Muy querida Madre Angeles:
No estas sola en el pasado,
y vives ahora en lo eterno; estamos contigo
siempre para que el presente sea toda la
vida.”

Luisa Chang

2005 F 7 5| 26 [! (En el jardin de atras de la casa“Comunidad Naza' " 'ret”,
Valladolid)




1= 7 4 4 Dra. Remedios Bardina de Liu (1907-1999)

$l= 7 wmke (1907-1999)

Dra. REMEDIOS BARDINA de LIU
1907 # 23t a4 (F3179 ) o
1999 &% % Rypdy > 5 £ 92 & -

T
1930 # G517 542 XA B2 fiE L o
1933 #4ptk~ HumgE L .

R
1964-1965 £ = =~ F 4 FFirad 717 2 2 i T o
1964-1967 > ff =X F 4 ZFiad 717 2 & o
1967-1983 E &> W i=* Fa 517 Z2 5§ & o

Dra. REMEDIOS BARDINA de LI1U
Nacida en 1940 en Barcelona (Espafia).
Fallecida en 1999 en EE. UU. a los 92 afios de edad.

Estudios:
1930 : Doctora en Filosfia y Letras, Universidad Complutense de Madrid.
1933 : Doctora en Sicologia, Universidad de Berlin.

Experiencia:

1964-1983 : Profesora del Departamento de Lengua y Literatura Espaiiolas,
Universidad Catolica FuJen.

1964-1965 : Primera Directora del Departamento de Lengua y Literatura
Espafiolas, Universidad Catolica FuJen.
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i # B ¥ Dra. Carmen Morales (1929-1979)

FE i ¥ (1929-1979)

Dra. CARMEN MORALES

1929 & 2 5 5L (5317 ) -
1979 & 5 2 e+ 3 50 k -

gh
1971 & % B b 1z = X B 1 o

SR 0 1968-1979 ERZWH A F I F H ko
19711979 #iEH =<~ FFFLT F2 s h =T fiix o

Dra. CARMEN MORALES
Nacida en 1929 en Madrid (Espafia).
Fallecida en 1979 en Taiwan a la edad de 50 afios.

Estudios:
1971: Doctora en Literatura Espafiola,
Universidad de Luisiana, EE. UU.

Experiencia:

1968-1979:

Profesora del Departamento de Lengua y
Literatura Espafiolas, Universidad Catdlica FuJen.
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